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EDITORIAL 





Restrictive — Not 
Directive 


We greatly regret the necessity of writing this 
editorial but it is our sincere hope that the spirit 
of the recent General Assembly’s action with refer- 
ence to a moratorium on the question of union 
with the Northern Presbyterian Church may be 
preserved. 


The writer introduced the motion which was 


finally passed unanimously by the General As- 
sembly. 


This action was as follows: “That for a period 
of five years the entire plan of union with the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., be held in abeyance, 
and that during that time the Permanent Com- 
mittee confine its activities to exploring avenues 
of acquaintance and co-operation only.” 


This action was aimed to restrict the activities 
of our Permanent Committee on Co-operation and 
Union for a period of five years. 


After this action was voted by the General As- 
sembly, following conference with two other mem- 
bers of the Continuing Church Committee and as 
an evidence of good faith, it was announced that 
for this period of five years the annual meetings 
of the Continuing Church Committee at Montreat 
probably would not be held. 


But, there is now being broadcast through the 
Church and in the daily press, statements to the 
effect that the General Assembly had passed a di- 
rective to explore avenues of co-operation and 
acquaintance and that the various agencies and in- 


stitutions of our Church must follow out this “di- 
rective.” 


Since the General Assembly we have received 
dozens of letters from members of our Church ex- 
pressing deep gratification that the issue which has 
plagued our Church for years has been dropped 
for a five-year period. 


But (and we write this with deep feeling in- 
deed), if a restrictive action taken expressly to 
limit the activities of our Permanent Committee on 


Co-operation and Union and taken with this Con- 
mittee only in mind, is now twisted to be a direc. 
tive of the General Assembly to the Church at 
large, then those who so misinterpret the spirit 
and action of the General Assembly will have to 
take the responsibility for the discord which in. 
evitably will follow. 


Brethren—after this action which so many fee] 
was directly led by the Spirit—are we to again be 
plunged into needless controversy when our ener- 
gies are so needed for the work of our Church? 


The General Assembly has restricted the activi- 
ties of a Committee— it did not direct the Church, 
her institutions or her agencies one way or the 
other. Can we not have rest from this question for 
five years? Those who oppose union under present 
conditions have no idea of permitting the mis- 
interpreting of this Assembly action so as to bring 
about a “fait accompli” five years hence! us 


a 


Elders That Rule 
Well 


In his Commentary on The Pastoral Epistles, 
John Calvin expounds First Timothy 5:17 as teach- 
ing that there were two kinds of elders in the 
Apostolic Church, some ordained to teach and 
some not ordained to teach but to unite with the 
teaching elders in a common council for discipline, 
administration and correction. Thornwell also used 
this text as “the negative instance’’ which proves 
that not all the Scriptural elders were preachers. 
Later discussion tends to show that the primary 
function of the Jewish elder was to rule and that 
this office was taken over from the Synagogue. In 
the first century Church the ministers of the Word 
were the Apostles, the prophets, the evangelists 
and the teachers. The elders were bishops or over- 
seers. They were pastors or shepherds who had the 
oversight of the flock. Thus the elders or bishops 
and the deacons had disciplinary, administrative 
and charitable functions in the local congregations. 


Our Church has taken over this New Testament 
recognition of the ruling elder. In the courts of 
our Church the ruling elder shares with the teach- 
ing elders in laying on his hand in their ordination. 
The Session of our Church ordains elders and dea- 
cons. It is likely that such a Session or Parochial 


Presbytery ordained Timothy and that ruling el . 
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» ders were constituent parts of the same. Our ordi- 


NeetD is/nie 


nation to the office of ruling elder is by the laying 
on of the hands of the Parochial Presbytery (the 
Session). Thornwell developed the doctrine that 
the elder as well as the minister is the gift of the 


» ascended Christ to the Church (Ephesians 4), that 


) bishops (Acts 20), and that God 


the Holy Ghost makes elders to be overseers or 
sets sundry 


‘ officers in the Church (I Cor. 12:28). God acts 
| through the suffrage of Hig people as they seek 
- His will. Thus God calls, empowers, endows, equips 


and directs the ruling elder as He does the teaching 


' elder or preacher. Of course, it is true of one as 


of the other office that we do not perfectly re- 
cognize this fact and that we fall far short of obey- 
ing His will for us. As a teaching elder, however, 
I want to testify that those ruling elders whom I 


- have known best have been a constant challenge to 


me. If I have grace to measure up to the calling of 
God in anything like the proportion these godly 
elders measure up, I shall receive the King’s “well 
done.” Our doctrine is not that the preacher is the 
delegate of Christ and the elder the delegate of 
the people. Both are representatives of the peo- 
ple—the elder more immediately than the 
preacher—and both are delegates of God. And con- 
sequently the primary responsibility of every rul- 
ing elder is to Christ, the divine Head and King of 
the Church. —Wm. C. R. 


—_—@—_—. 


His Leaf Does Not 
Wither 


The palm tree of the first Psalm was an ever- 
green. All year around it possessed a kind of state- 
ly loveliness. It never lost its leaves to stand 
gaunt and bare against the sky. In every season 
its foliage was full. 


This is a lovely picture of the Godly life that 
does not droop in the midst of hard circumstances. 
When sorrow comes to the true Christian, his leaf 
does not wither. He bears up with superb courage 
even as he walks through the valley of the shadow 
of death. His soul does not turn yellow with bit- 
terness and execessive self-pity and dispirited de- 
jection. He smiles through his tears. He keeps on. 
Others see the beauty of his Christian profession 
and are encouraged. 


When disappointment comes to the righteous 
man, his leaf does not wither. Most of us have to 
settle for less than we hoped for in the rosy 
dreams of youth. Not many business men become 
top executives. Not many doctors make famous 
discoveries. Not many preachers compel multi- 
tudes with their eloquence. Not many homes are 
islands of perfect bliss in the stormy sea of life. 
So if we are wise, we accept God’s humbling dis- 
pensation with cheerfulness and gratitude. We are 
content to fulfill our function. Thus our leaf 
does not wither. 


When old age comes to the righteous man, his 
leaf does not wither. A doctor said recently that 
in the last thirty years the average person’s life 
expectancy has been increased by sixteen years. 
This will have a tremendous effect upon society. 
It means that many of us must learn how to grow 
old gracefully and usefully despite the infirma- 
ties of advanced years. Not long ago an article 
came out of New Orleans published in various 
hewspapers concerning Dr. George Summey, for- 
mer moderator of our General Assembly. Dr. 
ummey is ninety-five years old. He was ordained 
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seventy-five years ago. He was born in Ashe- 
ville, N. C., in 1853 and remembers vividly inci- 
dents of the war between the states. He still lec- 
tures and preaches, travels and is at work on the 
history of Presbyterianism in Louisiana. As for 
the future, he says: “I am just waiting for death, 
but I am waiting very busily.’”” Many a true Chris- 
tian has found that his leaf need not wither into 
a miserable, cantankerous, shriveled old age. 


What is the secret of this unfading leaf? The 
secret is that the tree is planted by the streams 
of water. In other words, the Christian soul draws 
upon those abundant resources in Christ. There 
is no other way that we know of to keep the 
séul fresh and green in the service of the Lord 
than the simple way of abiding in Christ from 
day to day. —C.N.W., III. 


a 


Column Left: March! 


The state of the nation should be a matter of 
constant concern for all patriots. The state of 
religion must be a thing of deepest moment for 
all Christians. It is no accidental association for 
a healthy land to be concurrent with vital Chris- 
tian character. Nor is it calamity-howling to quote: 
Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty. The signs 
of the times, now as always, are portentious. 


In education, the vogue is away from the classic 
and the attested, in favor of “newer” methods and 
ersatz curricula. Even in lower grades, pupils have 
options, after consuming three weeks each in sev- 
eral languages, with “exploratory” courses. Lesser 
sciences, and linguistics, may now be substituted 
for mathematics. The path is made easier for the 
would-be student, in the man-centered era of 
specialization and technological bias. Hours and 
standards seem more important than mentality, 
more craved than is culture, and character, without 
which all education is vain. The caudal appendage 
— the canine . . . Pedagogy!! Column left: 
march! 


In ecclesiastical circles there are no more heresy 
trials, but apparently no dearth of heretics. And 
the “cloth” seems boastful about it. Divisions, 
wrangles, vituperations, have their day, while the 
truth committed is omitted. Vows are denied; pul- 
piteers parade, recreant to creeds and repudiative 
of traditions. The Holy Spirit is allowed to abdi- 
cate: we have organizations unlimited: property- 
men abound. Muddled heads turn from the One 
Divine Institution, the Church, to dip into politics, 
to confuse the issues, to divert funds and diffuse 
effort . .. Religion! Column left: March! 


Fatefully the nation blest above all others, 
recognizes and blithly appeases, continuing to con- 
done, a government utterly subversive of repre- 
sentative democracy’s cherished and _ honored 
ideals. Roseate radicals are not only allowed to 
malign the state, to undermine institutions, but 
are protected against investigation, and are shield- 
ed by the benevolent nation which they are pledged 
to abolish, to destroy. And all the while, the United 
States citizen fails to exercise his: privilege, to do 
his duty, at the ballot-box .. . Politics! Column 
left: March! 


Socialism, communism, radicalism, and all man- 
ner of subversive and malcontent forces—these 
particularly agitate the race-question, the labor- 
problem, the political situation, even religious 
affairs, hoping thus to divide and conquer, to con- 
fuse, to delay, to muddle,—anything to foment 
discord and mar progress and prevent peace among 








Page 4 





men. Do we know that it is in the diabolical in- 
terest of those would-be lords of creation who 
have sworn to dominate mankind and to exploit 
the peoples of earth, under guise of extending to 
them aid and giving them the more abundant 
life! . . . Humanitarianism! Column left: march! 


Slowly the tides of tyranny move towards cen- 
tralization. Once necessary for the waging of suc- 
cessful (?) war, over-all planning now seeks per- 
petuation. Loss of states’ rights correlative with 
gaining of super-state power, by concesssion here 
and yielding there, becomes alarming reality. Be- 
fore the Federal Council, Columbus, O., March 6, 
1946, the nation’s head proclaimed that “truly 
religious fervor . .. would go a long way towards 
obtaining a national health program, a national 
housing program, a national educational program, 
and an extended social security program.” And 
when America is plainly told that none can have 
both security and freedom, how tragic that .the 
sons of the founding fathers in this land, should 
cry security . . . Economics Column left: march! 


An eight-to-one decision of the Supreme Court 
against the Champaign, IIll., School Board, and in 
favor of one, Vashti McCollum, atheist, decreed 
that religious instruction on public school property 
and time is unconstitutional, even on the basis of 
amicable arrangement with all faiths. Strange state 
of affairs! A country founded in Christian ideals, 
nourished on the bosom of Christianity, made 
great,—made possible, because of the Bible and 
its principles, now denies its paternity, divorces 
itself from its sure sustenance and sole guarantee, 
and all at the behest of one who while partaking 
of the limitless blessings of a Christian land, and 
in the exercise of a freedom which Christianity 
itself underwrites, would stab to death the govern- 
ment and eradicate those ideals which have con- 
ferred upon the atheist all that she has of life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness! What dif- 
fers this from treachery! How far from anarchy? 
(Was that a man named Joe laughing!) . . . Ameri- 
canism! Column left: march! 


L’envoi: To sing “Onward Christian Soldiers’ 
is not enough: we must be “marching as to war.” 
What men as citizens must do for war, men as 
Christians should do for Christ. Then, how dif- 
ferent the day! . . . Company, halt! About face: 
march! —R.F.G. 





Presbyterians 
And Luck 


After a pleasant visit in our study a Presby- 
terian minister picked up his hat and in a cheery 


mood left saying: “I must leave now. Good luck 
to you.” 


Following this, we asked a Presbyterian lay- 
man about making a substantial gift to the Pres- 
byterian Program of Progress. His response was, 
“Well, if I have good luck in my business this 
year I shall remember this cause.” 


The next day one of our Presbyterian women 
requested that we pray with her that she would 
have “good luck” in a new business venture. Ap- 
parently she felt that there was no incongruity 
between prayer and luck. 


Such cases can be duplicated many times. Our 
people do not consider what they say. No amount 
of human ingenuity can reconcile the philosophy 
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of “luck” with Presbyterian theology. Such , 
philosophy of life is contrary to the world-view oj 
the Bible. The philosophy of “luck” is pagan ang 
should be dismissed from our thinking. It is tanta. 
mount to a denial of the Sovereignty of God, 


The truth is, there is no such thing as luck. | 
is a figment of the imagination. The person wh 
trusts in “luck”, even though he may spell ; 
with a capital “L”, is doomed to disappointment, 
This shallow philosophy rests upon an_ insecure 
and unstable foundation. 


Success and failure operate on the basis of 
the law of cause and effect rather than luck. 
Munger was accurate in his observation that, 
“Til-luck, is, in nine cases out of ten the result 
of saying pleasure first and duty second, instead 
of duty first and pleasure second.” 


In the final analysis confidence in “luck” js 
a form of practical atheism. It dishonors God. It 
robs life of meaning. It stifles industry. It makes 
the future precarious and destiny uncertain. 


We belong to a Church that has no place in its 
creed for “luck.’”? Let us teach our children by 
precept and example to trust the Providence of 
God and have no confidence in “luck.” Let us 
teach them that all things in life are planned by 
God in an orderly manner and are under His 
benevolent control. It is this thought that led 
William Cowper to say: “Happy is the man who 
sees a God employed in all the good and ill that 
checker life.” “Luck” may belong to the vernacw- 
lar of the “crap-shooter” but it has no place in the 
vocabulary of the Christian who knows that “all 
things work together for good to them who love 
God; to them who are called according to His 
purpose.” —J.R. 





Popular Preaching 


To His unbelieving brethren Jesus made this 
significant statement: “The world cannot hate 
you; but Me it hateth, because I testify of it, 
that the works thereof are evil.” 


The preaching of the Gospel must of necessity 
be unpopular with the world. The world will re- 
gard with approval and even acclaim a _ message 
of civic and social betterment, provided this is 
predicated on the innate goodness of the human 
heart and the ability of man to accomplish such 
improvement by concerted human effort. 


But, when sin in the heart and its certain 
punishment is preached and when the absolute 
necessity of the atoning work of our Savior is made 
clear, division immediately comes. Christians wel- 
come such preaching and are led to more earnest 
endeavor for Him. On the other hand unregenerate 
man is either convicted and converted under such 
a ministry or turns from it to a more congenial 
philosophy. 


We recently had occasion to be in a large city 
over Sunday and attended services at one of the 
largest and most popular Presbyterian churches. 
We are convinced that the minister in that Church 
is a true believer in the faith we characterize 
as evangelical Christianity. 


But, after a stirring sermon on the tragic needs 
of the world in which we live and a vivid descrip- 
tion of existing conditions, the congregation was 

(Continued on Page 21) 
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“The Only Lawgiver In Zion” 


By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D. 


Columbia Theological Seminary 


Decatur ... 


Conversation and experiences at the last Gen- 
eral Assembly have convinced the writer that one 
of the greatest needs of our growing Church is a 
due appreciation of our own heritage. For ex- 
ample, how many of us know the teaching of our 
standards, not to mention our history, as to who 
has authority to make laws in our Church? Now 
the standards are not vague on this matter. 


The Book Of Church Order 


Paragraph 9 states that Jesus Christ is “the 
only lawgiver in Zion” and that, “It belongs to 
His Majesty from His throne of glory to rule and 
teach the Church through His Word and Spirit, by 
the ministry of men thus mediately exercising His 
own authority, and enforcing His own laws.” 
Paragraph ten tells us that as King He has given 
His Church officers, oracles (the Word of God), 
and ordinances and has ordained therein His sys- 
tem of doctrine, government, discipline and wor- 
ship and “commands that nothing be added” and 
“naught taken away.” Paragraph seventeen de- 
scribes the sole function of the Church as being 
“to proclaim, to administer, and to enforce the 
law of Christ revealed in the Scriptures.”’ Para- 
graph 19 says that Church power is exercised ac- 
cording to God’s sanction when it is in “con- 
formity with the statutes enacted by Christ, the 
Lawgiver.” Paragraph 58 asserts that Church 
power is “only ministerial and declarative.’ This 
phrase in Presbyterian history (Cf. Leslie, Pres- 
byterian Law and Procedure par. 77) always 
means that it is the power of a minister or servant 
to declare the law of the Master, Christ as re- 
vealed in His Word. Ministerial means not magis- 
terial—the work of a servant not of a master. 
Declarative means not legislative—to declare a 
law already given by Christ not to enact a law. 
Paragraph 58 also denies to Church courts the 
power to make laws to bind the conscience while 
it recognizes their right to make rules or regu- 
lations and their duty of requiring obedience to 
the laws of Christ. 


A law is not a mere custom or rule, but a re- 
quirement with a sanction or penalty affixed to 
it. Thus when our Book comes to define an of- 
fence, paragraph 179, it limits an offense strictly 
to that “which is contrary to the Word of God” 
and asserts that nothing “ought to be considered 
by any court as an offence or admitted as a matter 
of accusation which cannot be proved to be such 
from Scripture.’ 


The Confession Of Faith 


Likewise the Confession of Faith sets up the 
Holy Spirit speaking in the Scripture as the Su- 
preme Judge by which all controversies are to be 
settled (1.10). It asserts that God alone is Lord 
ol conscience and has left it free from the doc- 
trines and commandments of men which are in 
anything contrary to His Word or beside it in 
matters of faith or worship (xx.2). It asserts that 
ail synods and councils have erred and that they 
are not to be made the rule of faith or practice 
but to be used as a help in both (xxxi.3). Our 


Georgia 


faith is that the whole counsel of God concerning 
all things necessary for His own glory, man’s sal- 
vation, faith and life are given in Scripture and 
to this that nothing is to be added. (i.6). 


At the time of the Westminster Assembly men 
objected to setting up this system of doctrine 
and church government as arbitrary. The West- 
minster Divines answered the charge with a pe- 
tition to Parliament in which they showed that 
they were only setting up the authority of Christ 
the King and that His teaching in His Word were 
not arbitrary. 


When the first American General Assembly was 
organized in 1788, it declared in its Preliminary 
Principles that Church power is only ministerial 
and declarative, “‘that is that the Holy Scriptures 
are the only rule of faith and manners, that no 
church judiciary ought to pretend to make laws to 
hind the conscience in virtue of their own au- 
thority and that all their decisions should be 
founded upon the revealed will of God.” 


Our Church History 


When our Assembly was organized in 1861, Dr. 
Palmer preached on Christ as the only Head and 
King of the Church. After speaking of Christ’s 
relation to the Church invisible, he turned to the 
visible Church and said: “In this embodied form 
Christ is the only King, enacting by His sole legis- 
lation laws for her government, appointing by 
His executive authority officers for her adminis- 
tration, instituting in His priestly jurisdiction, the 
ordinances of her worship, and granting, in the 
supremacy of His Headship, the charter by which 
her immunities and rights are held. In this pure 
theocracy, the Mediator is the King and all 
power under Him is simply ministerial.” 


This great truth is elaborated in Peck’s Ecclesi- 
elogy which makes a fine distinction between 
Christ’s sole legislative power and the authority 
of the Church to make rules or regulations for 
the conduct of her business. In 1930 the then 
stated clerk, Dr. J. D. Leslie, put out a Manual 
on Presbyterian Law and Procedure. In preparing 
this manual Dr. Leslie had the help of able ad- 
visers. Paragraph 77 of this manual is a quo- 
tation from Peck’s Ecclesiology and from the Con- 
fession of Faith XX.2. In this paragraph Leslie 
quotes with full approval the following: 


No officer or court of the church has any legis- 
lative power. 


Calvin And The Reformation 


Those who care to pursue the matter further 
will find that Boehmer makes the climax of the 
Reformation Luther’s act of burning the Church’s 
canon law at Eyster Date in Wittenberg. In the 
Institutes (IV.viii.1, 2, 8; ix.1) as well as in his 
address to Emperor Charles V, Calvin insists that 
Christ is the only Master of the Church. ‘It was 
not said of any other but of Himself alone, Hear 
Him.” “It is the right of Christ to preside over 
all councils, and not to share that honor with any 
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man. Now, I hold that He presides only when He 
governs the whole assembly by His Word and 
Spirit.” 


That Calvinistic History agrees with this po- 
sition may be seen by following the life of Knox, 
of Welch, of Andrew Melville, or Alexander 
Henderson, or by reading Professor Karl Rieker’s 
Fundamental Principles of the Reformed Church 
Government or Dean Doumergue, Jean Calvin: Les 
Pensees Ecclesiastiques. The latter says: ‘“The 
Church is a Christocracy. He is the only King and 
there is only one Law.” 


In recent days Professor Joseph Hromadka has 
shown that the real line of demarcation between 
Roman Catholicism and Protestantism is that Rome 


identifies the Church with Jesus Christ and the 
Word of the Church with the Word of Christ. 
Protestantism subordinates the Church to Christ 
and listens to His Word. Karl Barth is so afraid of 
a super-church setting up its word between the 
living Christ and His living community that he 
has come out for congregationalism. In Continental 
Theology, Visser’t Hooft finds a recognition that, 
“There is only one throne and that throne is occu- 
pied by the risen Christ.” “To accept the Lordship 
of Christ means to accept the fact that He and 
He alone is the absolute master of the destiny of 
man and of the world: it means also the rejection 
of every other lord or master who pretends to 
have ultimate power.’ Cullman, Christus und die 
Zeit, insists that Christ is Lord of all, and that the 
Church is the seat where His sole Lordship is 
recognized and proclaimed. 


——— 


The Word Of God Itself 


The Word of God through the prophet Isaiy, f 
reads: “For the LORD is our judge, the LOR) fy 


is our lawgiver, the LORD is our King. cf. Aly 
Jeremiah 23. According to the fifteenth chapte 
of Matthew, our Lord Jesus Christ condemned th, 
practise of putting the word of :»an on a level with 
the Word of God. On that occasion He quote 
with approval Isaiah: “But in vain do they wor. 
ship me. Teaching as their doctrines the precepis 
of men.” On the Mount of Transfiguration, th 


Father said: “This is my beloved Son, hear » § 


HIM.” Peter said, ‘“‘We must obey God rather thay 
men.” (Acts 5:29). Paul warns against mere will. 
worship and against turning from the truth of Goi 
to the fables of men. Both the Old and the Ney 
Testaments testify against adding to or taking 
away from the Word of God (Deut. 4:2, Rey. 
22:18). 


* * * * 


We have an exceeding great and precious truth | 


in the recognition of our Lord Jesus Christ as the 
only King, the only lawgiver in Zion. This is a 
truth that we need to understand and to proclaim 
to the Churches of the World. It is a blessed pro. 
tection for each member and each minister of the 
Church. It protects us from unjust treatment 
which any group of us—due to our sinful depravity 
—is likely to vent upon another group when we 
are “in the saddle.” It is a defense against the 
machinations of Satan. It is a single part of the 
honor and glory which is due unto Him Whom 
God has exalted to His own right hand and given 
a Name that is above every name, that at the 
Name of Jesus every knee shall bow, and every 
tongue confess Him as Lord to the glory of God 
the Father. 





Abraham’s Way Out Of 
A. Difficulty 


By Rev. J. E. Flow, D.D. 
Concord, N. C. 


When Abraham came out of Egypt back into 
the land of Canaan he was very rich in flocks of 
sheep and goats and in herds of cattle. His nephew 
Lot also had flocks and herds and there was 
strife between the herdmen of Abraham and the 
herdmen of Lot over the best pastures and water- 
ing places. “And the Canaanite and the Perizzite 
dwelled in the land.” These heathen people were 
no doubt watching and wondering what these two 
men, who claimed to worship the true God, would 
do when their business interests clashed. 


Abraham and Lot had a conference for the 
purpose of solving the problem that confronted 
them. Let us notice what Abraham might have 
said but did not say: He might have said, “Now, 
Lot, since the Canaanite and the Perizzite are in 
the land, I must be strong enough to overcome 
them in any conflict that may arise so I must 
be able to muster all the men servants and sol- 
diers in our combined forces. I must have the 
strongest organization possible. I want to remind 
you that I am much stronger than you—I have 
about 300 trained soldiers in my body guard and 
can easily overcome you in a fight. Now ‘Lot 
you run along down to Sodom and get you a 


government job as an Elder sitting at the gate of 
Sodom and leave me your flocks and herds, your 
men servants and your maid servants, your silver 
and gold.” If Abraham had carried out that pro- 
gram as he had the power to do the Canaanite 
and the Perizzite would not have had any confi- 
dence in his profession of religion—as he claimed 
to be a worshiper of the One Living and True 
God. When one church or denomination claims 
and exercises the right to take the property by 
law that others believe belong to them the men 


of the world doubt the sincerity of their religious 
faith. 


Let us notice what Abraham did say to Lot: 
“Let there be no strife, I pray thee, between me 
and thee, and between my herdmen and thy herd- 
men for we be brethren. Is not the whole land 
before thee? Separate thyself, I pray thee, from 
me: If thou wilt take the left hand. then I will go 
to the right; or if thou depart to the right hand 
then I will go to the left.” 


Abraham, no doubt, knew that Lot would take 
an unfair advantage of his generous and mag- 
nanimous offer, but nevertheless he made the of- 
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3 and was such a man as “would swear to his 
| fer, 
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own hurt and change not.” So “Lot lifted up his 
eyes and beheld all the plain of Jordan that it 
was well watered. Then Lot chose him all the 
plain of Jordan.’”’ Abraham had never heard of 
the Golden Rule nor had he ever read the Sermon 
on the Mount, nor had he ever heard of the ten 


’ Commandments, the eighth one of which requires 
' ys to respect the property of our fellow man. But 


’ he knew right frem wrong and was not for a mo- 


ok Sao 


y 


ment willing to allow the Canaanite and the 
Perizzite to question his righteous integrity or to 
doubt his sincerity as a servant of the one Living 
and True God. He lived to honor God to respect 
his fellow men and to be a blessing to his day 
and generation and to be an example to the people 


' of God all down the ages. 





he of- ie 


We see here in the sacred Scriptures the record 
of how a man of God met a real difficulty. Here 
was an irreconcilable difference. It could be settled 
best in only one way—the way of self respect and 
of mutual respect of one man for the other. 


In the Southern Presbyterian church we have 
a difficulty that can not be settled by a majority 
vote one way or the other, but it can be settled in 
Abraham’s way. The leaders and the agents of the 
Federal Council claim that they represent the 
Southern Presbyterian Church in all their activi- 
ties, but that is not strictly true. They do repre- 
sent a part of the Southern Presbyterian church. 
But another considerable part of the church dis- 
claims and denies that they are represented by 
the council. The Southern Presbyterian church is 


| divided—hopelessly divided on this question. This 
| division has been widened and deepened through 


the years until there is no use talking about agree- 
ment. I was pleased with the manner and the 


| spirit with which the matter was discussed, with 


one exception, in the General Assembly, yet I 


am firmly convinced that the issue is not at all 
settled. 


This is one of those things that cannot be 
settled by majority rule any more than by the 
edict of an autocrat. We Presbyterians are law 
abiding people. We are subject to the powers that 
be, as we believe they are ordained of God. We 
may not think the law is wise or best. It may not 


A be convenient, it may be burdensome or oppres- 


_ Sive but nevertheless we obey it because it is the 


' owns m 


law. In all matters of policy or expediency we 
obey, but when the law of man contnavenes the 
po of God we take our stand with the inspired 
7 Oe .who were forbidden to preach by the 

ief Priests and Sadducees in Jerusalem, when 











they said, “We ought to obey God rather than 
men.” 


Our Confession of Faith says, “God alone is 
Lord of the conscience and hath left it free from 
the doctrines and commendments of men which 
are in anything contrary to His word or beside 
it in matters of faith or worship.” When an issue 
rises out of the realm of policy or expediency 
into the realm of conscience—of right or wrong 
—then such an idea as force or coercion has no 
place in the Presbyterian church. Presbyterians 
are hard headed and immovable when their en- 
lightened consciences are aroused. 


The Federal Council has no moral right to claim 
that they represent the whole of the Southern 
Presbyterian church, nor have we any right to 
tell them they do—for it is not so. 


There is a way out of: this difficulty and it is 
the Abraham way. The whole church is not in 
sympathy with the Federal Council and there is no 
use in pretending that it is. Let us face the facts: 
A considerable part of our church is in full 
accord with the council, and a considerable part 
is conscientiously and unalterably opposed to it. 
This calls for a division. The National Association 
of Evangelicals, a similar body to the Federal 
Council, welcomes into its constituency, individuals, 
individual churches, or groups of any size of like- 
minded people. In other words it welcomes volun- 
teers not conscripts. 


If the General Assembly would come out of the 
council as a body with this understanding that all 
who desire to be affiliated with the council would 
be at liberty to do so, and all who desire to join 
the National Association of Evangelicals could 
do so, and those who might desire to unite with 
neither one—thus placing the whole matter on a 
voluntary basis—then we could have peace. But 
let us banish forever from our minds any idea 
of forcing Presbyterians against their enlightened 
Christian consciences. If we will devote some time 
to the reading of the history of the great martyr 
church of the Reformation we will realize that 
Presbyterians are made of stern and stiff stuff 
and that they can not be forced in matters of 
conscience. 


It is along this voluntary line we can hope 
to have peace in our beloved church. Since to 
agree is impossible, it is possible for us to “agree 
to disagree” and at the same time to respect the 
opinions and conscientious convictions of our 
brethren in the Lord. “Let there be no strife be- 
tween us for we are brethren.” 





Who Owns My Money? 


Essay winning first place in the Young People’s Stewardship Essay Contest. Written 
by Mary Alice Ballew, 701 Pendleton Street, Columbia, 8. C. 


There is but one answer to the question, “Who 
y money?” and that one answer is God! 


God forever, eternall 
» et y, past, present, and future! 
There could be no other answer. toes 


How necessary it is for us to reali 
. ize our com- 
ad dependency upon God, our eternal debt to 
1m! God created the world and the people in it; 


| He made the night and the day, the grass and 


the trees, the birds of the air and the fish of the 
Sea, everything! From a great and limitless void, 


God made us, and to us He gave the wonderful 
gift of life. He not only gave us life and the 
means with which to preserve it, but He also gave 
His only Son, Jesus Christ, for our redemption. 
This is the greatest gift of all. 


No one can deny the fact, then, that we are 
partners with God, for when He created us from 
dust, placed us on an earth green and flourish- 
ing with plenty for our needs, and gave us His 
only Son that our souls might be saved, He 
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entered us into a partnership with Him. And God 
wants His just share. Stewardship is the answer 
to such a partnership. 


South Carolina is a state of great plantations 
stretching wide and fertile under the sun. The 
land-owner depends upon his tenants to culti- 
vate his land, and in return the tenant pays the 
owner a just share. This symbolizes the relation- 
ship between God and man. We owe to God the 
minimum of a tenth of our earnings. The Bible 
clearly sets this forth as a principle. Anything 
given above this tithe is a special offering. Be- 
tween man and man the relationship is one of 
ownership, as “I own my home”; but between 
God and man the relationship is stewardship. 


Is man playing fair with God? Is America truly 
Christian? Is the Church itself truly Christian? 
An examination of statistics from the year 1946 
reveals our weakness in giving for God’s work. 
Figures published by the Bureau of Census show 
that in 1946 all churches together contributed 
but one billion thirty-eight million dollars to the 
cosmetics; three billion for tobacco; eight billion 
for amusements; eight billion for liquor, fifteen 
billion for crime; and twenty to forty billion for 
gambling! In the face of these startling figures are 
we playing fair with God? 


In 1947 the government reports a two hundred 
billion dollar national gross income. Even if we 
gave the same amount that we gave to the Church 
in 1946 (one billion thirty-eight million dollars) 
it would be only approximately one-half of one 
per cent of our total national income. How far 
short of a true tithe! Another way of presenting 
this truth would be to say that all the Christians 
in America contributed five cents a day per 
capita to their Church. It is true that our South- 
ern Presbyterian Churches gave more, as we con- 
tributed nearly twelve cents a day per capita. 


But surely we cannot boast of twelve cents a day 
for God! 


Would a man rob God? Wherein have we robbed 
Him? We have stolen His tithes and offerings. 














The Silences Of The Communion 





——_————_* 
= 


It is sheer dishonesty not to give God His Portion 
of our income. If we were conscious of the pry 
ence of our Lord throughout our daily living 
would we so selfishly spend what is rightly fj: 


What is wrong with America? There have bee, 
two major wars in the last generation. There hay 
been floods, famines, pestilences—horrible js 
asters of every kind. Can there be any conne. 
tion between these national disasters and oy 
wholesale dishonesty with God? 


In Second Corinthians 9:6 we find these word. 
“He which soweth sparingly shall reap also spa. 
ingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall rea 
also bountifully.” This is God’s promise, and Hy 
promises never fail. Is there any connection }.. 
tween the poverty and distress on every hand ani 
the failure of our people to give God His share’ 
If we believe in God’s Word, we must come ty 
the conclusion that much of our unhappines 
must be traced to our failure as stewards. 


Just what is the trouble? Our perspective mus 
be completely wrong for we are certainly livin 
for material things rather than spiritual wealth, 
Listen to Jesus say: “Lay not up for yourselve 
treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doti 
corrupt, and where thieves break through ani 
steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures i 
Heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth cor 
rupt, and where thieves do not break through no 
steal, for where your treasure is, there will you 
heart be also.” Jesus here has put His finger m 


the sore spot wherein our national troubles origi 
nate. 


Why should we give to the Church? Is God: 
beggar or His Church a begging Church? All the 
gold and silver and precious stones are His; the 
cattle on a thousand hills belong to Him, for He 
made them. He does not need us. We need Hin! 
Our hearts cannot be right unless we love Him 
We cannot love Him unless we give to Him ani 
God loves a cheerful giver. This, I believe, is the 
basis of true stewardship. 
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By Rev. Willis Thompson 
Newport News, Va. 


From time to time you worship at a church 
where organ music murmurs through the Lord’s 
Supper. The plea for it runs about like this; music 
puts one in a receptive mood; the tunes have more 
than music for us, as they are colored with mem- 


ories of hallowed stanzas and charged with emo- 
tion. 


This is the worth of hymns for those of us who 
deeply love them. This very virtue of a hymn, how- 
ever softly it is played, unfits it for us while the 
elements of the Lord’s Supper are passed. We may 
as well play softly while the minister prays or 
preaches, and expect to hold attention to the facts 
that are presented. The outcome is maudlin or 
worse. Attention cannot take off in two directions. 
Both music and sermon are missed. If offered to- 
gether, they make a mushy mixture of chords and 
disconnected phrases, as attention turns from the 
preaching to a well loved chord and back again 
to catch a word or two of the sermon. Similarly, 


the surest way to cancel a prayer is to allov 
the organ to rumble through a seductive tune whil 
the prayer is offered. 


Thus, tunes played during the Communion kil 
the intelligible facts that make communion possible 
For communion is based, as the word implies, 0 
communication with Christ, which in turn is buil 
on facts and ideas. In the soil of these facts, cer 
tain emotions grow strongly and responsibly, suc 
as awe, reverence, gratitude, faith, hope, lov 
courage. Emotions are only healthy when they ar 
rooted in reason. Hence Paul says he had rather 
speak five words that are intelligible than myriat 
whose meaning is obscured. 


Some religious emotions erupt without referent 


to thought and they always prove to be -— 
decadent, dangerous. They are particularly we 
comed by the shallower type of women who thin} 
only in terms of “Oh” and “Ah.” Religious eme 
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tions of this kind are cultivated by the Holy Rollers 
in connection with the quacking they call 
“tongues.” The same perversion is achieved when 
a passage of Scripture is “intoned” ; the sense is 
demolished even in the pronunciation of the words, 
and all in the name of piety. There are more ways 
than one of evading the directness and good sense 
of Biblical religion. The basis of healthy worship is 
always responsible. It is factual. “Be able to give a 
reason for the faith that is in you,” wrote Peter. 
The mark of Apostolic and Protestant worship is a 
sermon, prayer and hymns, each in its place. A 
goulash of them, whatever the plea that ultra piety 
makes for it, is fatal to them all. The Lord’s Sup- 
per is a direct, specific contemplation of the cen- 
tral facts of Christ’s redeeming work and our need 
of it and the outcome in us. It must not be evaded 
under cover of pleasantly dividing attention. 


While heads are bowed for communing with 
Christ, the music of an organ competes for atten- 
tion; the mind is relieved of its work by a delicious 
diversion. Healthy emotion is robbed of its nourish- 
ment. Hymns are all the more dangerous at this 
time for silence, because their appeal is normally 
pure and bright in their own field. Soft music is 
specially diverting; it is an odd psychological fact 
that a tune played lightly is far more distracting 
than the same tune played loudly. Good though the 


_ hymns are, we must not allow the good to become 


an enemy of the best. 


We cannot do two things at once. My boy told 
me he could “study better’ if his radio played 
quietly as he worked. His marks did not tally with 
his plea. When the radio was taken from his room, 
the marks came up. The “grade” of those who pro- 
vide hymn-tunes in the communion quietness would 
show that the integrity of the Supper vanishes 
when music fills the silent places. The outcome is 
vague, vacuous, decadent. 


The Religious Crutch 


Here is the point. The people who had insight, 
devotion and experience enough to write a hymn, 
got the gift from their own communion with Christ 
on the basis of spiritual facts clearly faced. To 
offer the hymns themselves in place of that com- 
munion is like offering a crutch to a man who 
can and should walk. The crutch may be made 
of gold and exquisitely carved; it may be a gem 
as crutches go; but it soon reduces the user to 
permanent incompetence. It leaves him a cripple. 
This is the work of anything that distracts the 
communicant from the facts of the Supper, how- 
ever lovely the distraction. 


We had better take the way of the Lord; “After 
they had supped, they sang a hymn.” Incidentally, 
the hymn itself does better under that treatment. 
Can anyone imagine Jesus humming artily while 
He distributed the bread and wine, symbols of His 
broken body? Or getting instruments to supply 
touches of melody to help him out while He spoke 
of His supreme favor? 


There is a certain type of radio program in 
which sentimental poems are read to the accom- 
panyment of bird-calls and bits of warbling melody 
breaking out like a rash of musical measles. Stal- 
wart Christianity does things in better taste, with 
better judgment. It has more serious things to hold 
before the mind than its hymn tunes, however, 
charming they are. The organist of Beecher’s church 
was John Zundel. He said to Beecher one day, 
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“When I pray now, I speak.” Beecher asked him 
what he meant. He replied, “Before I was con- 
verted, I tried to pray by playing tunes. Now I can 
talk in prayer.” Any Christian should know how to 
talk with Christ. 


In passing, a kindred diversion may be noted; 
namely, the practice of holding the communion 
glass or bread until all are served, then lifting 
the element together. The worshipper who is there 
to commune in the silences of the occasion, is so 
busy seeing that he holds the cup upright, or does 
not drop the portion of bread that he cannot com- 
mune with Christ. He is so taken up with the 
lock-step and regimentation; that “One, two, three; 
Now, all together,” act that he is hardly aware to 
the significant fact in the communion. 


The constructive side of clear, spiritual insight 
in the Supper calls for a discusson of what goes 
into the silences of the communion. They may be 
filled. Let them be filled with such truths as the 
acts of that occasion suggest. The silences of the 
Supper are not periods of emptiness to be filled 
by diverting music for lack of something better. 
Several ladies who listened to John Randolph from 
the Senate gallery asked him rapturously when they. 
saw him later how he achieved “those marvelous 
pauses” in his speech. He replied, “I just forget 
what comes next.” The pauses in the Communion 
are not achieved in that way. They are not blanks. 
They are gaps only to one who forgets what he is 
there for, despite the Supper itself. 


Those who know what the word Communion 
means and what the Supper sets forth, find that 
the silences are opportunities which may be filled 
with appropriate contemplation supplied by the 
very facts that are handled before his eyes and 
in his hands. One who finds the silences blank must 
be wholly out of touch with even minimum 
Christianity. 


a 


The Gospel According To You 


Some years ago, a youth named Wray entered 
Princeton as a volunteer for foreign missionary 
work. Once in the mission field, he simply lived the 
Christian life before:the natives. And one day, 
according to the custom of the country, some of 
these natives were seated in a circle on the ground, 
listening to the instruction of one of their teachers, 
when the question was brought up, “‘What is it to 
be a Christian?” And no one could answer. Finally 
a native pointed to where this young worker sat, 
and replied, “It is to live as Mr. Wray lives.”” Not 
one of them could read the Gospel according to 
Matthew, Mark, Luke or John, but every one 
there could read the Gospel “according to Wray.” 

Emile Caillet in 
The Beginning of Wisdom (Revell). 





Christ And Him Crucified 


Whatever opinions we hold on other matters, I 
know you will agree with me that be we Ar- 
menians, Calvinists, Premillenial, Postmillenial, 
Baptists, Methodists, Presbyterians, or non-de- 
nominational, what this world needs most of all, 
what it may have, what it can have, what we must 
offer to it, is Christ and Him crucified. We can 
unite all con this one transcendant, tremendous 
proposition. 

Hyman J. Appelmann in 
Christ Is Our Strength (Revell). 
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The Book Of Daniel (II) 


By Rev. Edward J. Young, Ph.D. 


This is the thirty-fourth in the series of articles in Old Testament Introduction by 
Professor Edward J. Young, Ph.D., head of the Department of He- 
brew in Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. 


In the last article we discussed briefly the po- 
sition of Daniel as a statesman before the court 
of Babylon. And this is an emphasis that should 
never fade from our view. Most people who study 
Daniel are concerned primarily about Daniel’s 
doctrine of the future, and sometimes they be- 
come so concerned with this subject that they lose 
sight of the practical lessons which the book in- 
culcates. 


Above all there stands out clearly the splendid 
character of Daniel himself. In the entire book 
no sin of his is mentioned, and yet in his prayer, 
Daniel includes himself with his people in con- 
fession of transgression. In a word, Daniel appears 
as a man who is more concerned to do right than 
to obtain favor. He is a man whose convictions 
are sterling, who will not stoop to tell a lie merely 
for the sake of advantage. He is a man of bold- 
ness, a true defender of the Faith, yet withal a 
man of true humility and courtesy. These graces 
stand out with particular clearness when one reads 
the book with care. All too often men who think 
that they are defending the Faith proceed with 
arroganee and sarcasm. There is none of that in 
Daniel. Rather, his humility and courage and 
genuine courtesy speak well for this one who 
would be true to his Lord. 


In writing as we have, we have assumed that 
the book of Daniel contains authentic history. 
In other words, we believe that Daniel was in- 
deed an historical personage, and that the things 
which are recorded of him did actually occur. 
Thus, it seems obvious that the book of Daniel 
is genuine, that it was written by Daniel himself 
in the sixth century B.C. There are good reasons 
for believing this. For one thing Daniel appears as 
the man to whom revelations have been given by 
God. He’ speaks in the first person: “Daniel 
answered and said, I was beholding with visions 
of the night, and lo! the four winds of heaven 
burst forth upon the great sea” (7:2). It is Daniel 
himself who speaks and who claims to receive 
the revelation. The reader should also compare 
7:4-6ff., 28; 8:1ff., 15ff.; 9:2ff.; 10:2ff.; 12:5-8. 
This testimony is extremely important. Let the 
reader read the above references with care, pre- 
ferably aloud, and he will realize that here is an 
actual claim of Daniel to have heard the Word of 
God. Again, Daniel is told to preserve the words 
that are found in the book, 12:4. 


Now it is clear that the entire book is the work 
of one author. The unity of the book has been 
staunchly maintained even by those who deny that 
Daniel was its author. But, if the book is a unit, 
and if Daniel claims to have been the recipient 
of the revelations and if he also speaks of him- 
self in the first person, it follows, if we are to at- 
tach any credence whatsoever to the testimony of 
the book, that Daniel also was the author of the 


entire book. Let us examine the matter more 
closely. 


It must be apparent to any careful reader that 
just as the first part of the book (ie., Chapter 


1-6) prepares for the second part, so also does 
the second part look back to the first. For ex. 
ample, the vision in chapter two obviously pre. 
pares us for the fuller vision of chapter seven, 
The vision in chapter seven, however, presup. 
poses knowledge of that in chapter two. Chapter 
eight also develops more fully what has been pre. 
sented in chapter two, and yet chapter eight can. 
not be understood without chapter two. Likewise 
the latter chapters also are built upon the revela. 
tion which first had been given in chapter two, 


Furthermore the several parts of each section 
stand in a close relationship one with another. 
The introductory words (1:1) prepare for the 
account of Belshazzar’s feast in chapter five. On 
the other hand 9:21 may be compared with 8:15ff. 
(For a fuller development of this theme, see the 
writer’s forthcoming Commentary On Daniel). 


It is also not amiss to note that the historical 
narratives have throughout one unique purpose, 
namely, the glorifying of the God of Israel over 
the heathen nations. The character of Daniel, 
also, appears the same throughout. It becomes very 
clear that the book of Daniel is a literary unity. 


What settles the question of Daniel’s author- 
ship, however, is the fact that our Lord speaks of 
Daniel the prophet as having foretold the abomi- 
nation of desolation (Matthew 24:15). In other 
passages Christ also refers to the prophecies of 
Daniel and thus, at least indirectly, approves their 
genuineness. The result is that throughout her 
history, the Church of Jesus Christ has looked upon 
this remarkable work as genuine and as contain- 
ing authentic history. In other words, the Church 
has believed that the book was written by Daniel 
himself in the sixth century B.C. 


The View Of Negative 
Criticism 

In the third century A.D. there lived a man 
named Prophyry. Prophyry had studied under the 
neo-Platonic philosopher Plotinus, and soon set 
himself forth as an antagonist of Christianity. It 
was his grand purpose in life to destroy the Chris- 
tian faith. Hence, he composed a work in fifteen 
books, called Against the Christians. The twelfth 
book was devoted to Daniel. According to Prophyry 
Daniel was not written by Daniel at all. Rather, it 
was written, he asserted, by someone who lived 
in the second century before our Lord, during 
the times of the wicked king, Antiochus Epiphanes. 
The reason why Porphyry held to this view was 
that the book of Daniel exhibited such an ac- 
curate knowledge of the times of Antiochus 
Epiphanes. Porphyry made it plain that he did not 
believe in predictive prophecy; hence, the de- 
tailed descriptions of Antiochus’ reign must he 
thought, have been the work of an eyewitness. It 
was thus that the negative criticism of Daniel 
took its rise, in the unscientific, prejudiced, incor- 
rect judgment that predictive prophecy was im- 
possible. It would be well for those who today 
follow Porphyry in dating Daniel in the second 
century B.C. to remember this fact. 
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In the seventeenth century a Jewish rationalist, 
| yriel Acosta asserted that the book of Daniel had 
' been forged to favor the doctrine of the resurrec- 
‘tion of the body. Then came an English deist, 
' anthony Collins (1727) who attacked the in- 
' tegrity of the prophecy. There is no point in trac- 

ing the course of destructive criticism up to the 
present. It is important, however, that we ask why 
anyone should wish to deny that Daniel was the 
author of the book that bears his name. 


In considering this question, it is difficult to 
escape the conclusion that many of those who 
disbelieve that Daniel is the author do so because 
they also disbelieve in any adequate sense in 
predictive prophecy. For Daniel speaks very clearly 
about events in the times of Antiochus Epiphanes, 
ie, the second century B.C. Now, if Daniel, living 
in the sixth century B.C., were to speak of events 
in the second century, B,C., it is obvious that he 
could do so only if the future had been revealed 
to him by God. No amount of clever or shrewd 
guesswork could tell him about the future. All 
agree that he does accurately depict events of 
the second century B.C. The issue therefore is 
very clear. Either Daniel prophesied the future, or 
else the author of the book was a forger, who 
made it appear that Daniel had written the book. 
The forger was a contemporary of Antiochus. 
However, to gain credence for his work, he made 
it appear as though Daniel, who lived four cen- 
turies previously, had written the book. To use 
Porphyry’s language, he lied. 


Of course, many modern scholars do not like 
to come out openly and say that the supposed 
unknown author lied. That is too strong. Hence, 
they very often cover their remarks with verbiage. 
They speak, for example, of literary fictions, or 
they say that the author merely employed a literary 
device. No one would be deceived, they say, for 





everyone was accustomed to such things. But the 
fact of the matter is that people have been de- 
ceived. Many of the best minds of the church 
have been deceived into thinking that Daniel 
actually did write the book. The forger, therefore, 
was so good, that he has succeeded in deceiving 
the Church. 


This hits at the heart of the matter. Either the 
book of Daniel is genuine, or it is an imposture. 
There is really no escaping this conclusion, un- 
palatable as it may be to some. And if the book is 
a forgery, we may note in passing, it is strange 
that our Lord would refer to it. Hence, the first 
big obstacle—and it is big—in the way of the 
modern date of Daniel is that this view requires 
us to believe that the work was a fraudulent 
production. 


There is a second big obstacle—and this one 
also is big—in the way of the modern date of 
Daniel. This obstacle is Daniel 11:36-45. Up to 
verse 36 of chapter eleven the writer has de- 
scribed with detailed accuracy the times of 
Antiochus Epiphanes. This is not a disputed point 
at all. Eveyone admits it. It is possible to trace 
the history of those times from the Bible. But, 
suddenly, at verse 36 the writer begins to talk 
about events which CANNOT POSSIBLY be fitted 
into the life of Antiochus. It is quite interesting 
to observe the attempts that have been made to 

| apply these verses to the times of Antiochus. But 
they are attempts at the impossible. These verses 
obviously do not apply to Antiochus at all, but 
_ tather to something else. Now the question rises, 


A 
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if an unknown writer were describing the times 
of Antiochus, why would he suddenly begin to 
say things that cannot be fitted into the times 
of Antiochus? The critics say that these things 
do apply to Antiochus, but their embarrassment 
is obvious. Why would the unknown writer do 
such a thing? Would he not give himself away 
immediately? Hence, those who claim that Daniel 
is a product of the second century B.C. are at 
a loss to explain 11:36-45. In reality these verses 
refer to the Antichrist, but to admit that would be 
to bring predictive prophecy into the book, and 
that the ‘critics’ do no wish to do. 


The present writer is more and more impressed 
with the cogency of this argument, particularly so, 
as he has been studying the various attempts to 
account for these difficult verses. And he is more 
and more convinced that these verses constitute a 
a a block to the modern dating of 

aniel. 


Of course, it is proclaimed that the book con- 
tains historical errors which Daniel would not 
have made, and therefore, Daniel can not have 
been the author. In reply to this (and I shall be 
brief, since I have discussed these fully in my 
forthcoming commentary) it may be said that upon 
close examination most of these alleged historical 
difficulties vanish into thin air. There are some 
difficulties in holding that Daniel was the author 
of the book, the principal one being the mention 
of Darius the Mede, a figure that has not yet 
been identified, but these difficulties are as nothing 
when compared with the tremendous difficulties 
which the modern view presents. 


We Christians of today, therefore, may read the 
book of Daniel with the conviction that it is an 
utterly trustworthy book. We may expend our en- 
deavor to understand its meaning, to admire its 
central character and to heed its lessons. It is not 
a fiction; not a romance. It is a solemn revelation 
from the God of heaven concerning those things 
which the Lord would accomplish through the com- 
ing of His Christ. 





Wings For The Soul 


“Under an Eastern sky, 
Amid a rabble cry. 

A man went forth to die 
For me! 


“Thorn-crowned His blessed head, 
Blood-stained His every tread, 
Cross-laden on He sped, 

For me— 


“Pierced through His hands and feet, 
Three hours o’er Him did beat 
Fierce rays of noontide heat, 

For me— 


“Thus wert Thou made all mine. 
Lord, make me wholly thine, 
Give grace and strength divine 
To me— 


“In thought and word and deed 
Thy will to do; oh! lead my feet 
E’en though they bleed 
To Thee.” 
—Author Unknown. 
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Sabbath School Lessons 


Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For Aug. 1: Baruch 
The Scribe 


Scripture: Jeremiah 32:6-15; 36-37; 43:5-6. De- 
votional Reading: Psalms 82. 


Business men depend a great deal upon their 
faithful secretaries, bookkeepers, and men in 
subordinate positions; they could not handle their 
affairs without these assistants. A wise man selects 
with care those who help him. 


A president, king, or governor may owe his suc- 
cess as a ruler to those who advise and assist him. 
Many of the speeches of men in these positions 
are prepared by “ghost writers,” or at least put 
into shape by some secretary. Queen Elizabeth, of 
England, had a successful reign, not because she 
was a great queen, but because with all her glaring 
faults, and many mistakes, she did have the com- 
mon sense, or wisdom, to surround herself with 
some very able advisers. 


Busy preachers, with large congregations, often 
depend upon others to gather and arrange their 
material for sermons. Dr. Talmadge had a staff of 
helpers who sought and arranged a vast store of 
information on almost every subject. 


Jeremiah did not have the money to hire a group 
of secretaries, nor did he have our modern facili- 
ties for gathering information, but he had the 
Lord to speak to him, and he had the faithful 
Baruch to help him. In our admiration for the great 
prophet, we must not forget the scribe. Few of us 
can be leaders and prophets like Jeremiah; but 
all of us can be helpers, if we will. We may not 
be called to do the work of a scribe, but can do 
our work, whatever it may be. 


We get three glimpses of Baruch in our lesson, 
and all three speak well of this man. 


1. Helping Jeremiah Illustrate one of his Prophe- 
cies. Jer. 32:6-15. 


1. There were two things which Jeremiah tried 
to make plain to the king and the other Jews: 
(1) that the land would be delivered into the hand 
of the king of Babylon, and (2) that there would 
be a return of the Jews to their country. 


2. It was this latter truth that he was led to 
illustrate by buying some land and having the deed 
made out in regular order. He was assisted in this 
by Baruch, who was instructed to take the deed of 
purchase and put it in an earthen vessel where it 
would remain “many days.” “For thus saith the 
Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, Houses and fields 
and vineyards shall be possessed again in this 
land.” If we will turn to verses 36-44 of this chap- 
ter we will see the double aspect of the prophecies 
brought out very plainly and the promise of their 
return, and of the everlasting covenant which God 
will make with them. “Behold, I will gather them 
out of all countries, whither I have driven them— 
and I will bring them again unto this place, and I 
will cause them to dwell safely—and I will make 
an everlasting covenant with them” etc. 
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38. This is but the ordinary common work of g 
“seribe,” or helper, but we see how faithful and 
obedient Baruch was. Much of the work of secre. 
taries is made up of carrying out the instructions 
of those whom they serve. It is worth a great deal 
to have someone who will obey orders. Baruch 
was a man who obeyed orders. 





























Il. Writing and Reading for 
Prophet: Chapters 36-37. 





the “Shut up” 






God was making one last effort to turn the 
people from their evil ways: “Take thee a roll of 
a book and write therein all the words that I have 
spoken unto thee against Israel and against 
Judah—it may be that the house of Judah will hear 
all the evil which I purpose to do unto them; that 
they may return every man from his evil way; 
that I may forgive their iniquity and their sin.” 
God would much rather forgive than to punish, 
but if men persist in their evil ways, nothing is 
left but judgment and retribution. How patient 
God is, and how persistently He pleads with His 
people to return. 














(Notice here the claim for full inspiration, and 
also how carefully Baruch was instructed to write 
these words down). 






1. He was to read this message to “all the peo- 
ple.” 







Jeremiah was “shut up,” and could not go to the 
house of the Lord, so he sends Baruch to read what 
he has written to the people upon “the fasting 
day.” So he read it in the ears of all the people. 
Michaiah heard him read it, and he went to the 
princes and reported what he had heard. 









2. Then he reads it to the princes. 





The princes send for Baruch and said, ‘Tell us 
now, How didst thou write all these words at His 
mouth?” “Then Baruch answered them, He pro- 
nounced all these words unto me with His mouth, 
and I wrote them with ink in the book’ “Then said 
the princes unto Baruch, Go, hide thou and Jere 
miah; and let no man know where ye be.” They 
go to the king, not taking the roll, and tell him 
what they had heard. So the king sent Jehudi 
to fetch the roll. 























3. Jehudi reads the roll to the king. 











These princes were good judges of the character 
of Jehoiakim, when they advised Baruch to hide 
himself, and the prophet, for we see now the hard 
heart of that evil monarch. The king was sitting 
in his winter house, and there was fire on the 
hearth. “And it came to pass that when Jehudi 
had read three or four leaves, he cut it with the 
penknife, and cast it into the fire that was on 
the hearth, until all the roll was consumed in the 
fire that was on the hearth. Yet were they not 
afraid, nor rent their garments, neither the king, 
nor any of his servants that heard all these words.” 
What brazen effrontery, and also what folly! 
Three of those around made intercession that he 
would not burn the roll but he would not hear 
them. All honor to these men! Jehoiakim com- 
manded them also to take Jeremiah and Baruch, 
“but the Lord hid them.” 










































Then the word of the Lord came again to Jere- 
miath commanding him to write again in another 
roll all that he had spoken. This was done and 
other words added, and the doom of Jehoiakim 
was pronounced: “He shall have none to sit upon 
the throne of David: and his dead body shall be cast 
out in the day to the heat, and in the night to the 
frost.” 


Is it not strange that wicked men think they 
can destroy the Word of God? An ugly African 
chief saw his reflection in a mirror and in a rage 
he smashed the mirror. We may laugh at his folly, 
but do not the enemies of God act just as foolishly 
when they try to destroy the Mirror of His Word? 
Their hatred of His Word just adds to their guilt 
and punishment, unless they see their sin and folly 
and repent. 


It is an exceedingly dangerous thing to tamper 
with the Word, either to take from or add to its 
messages. The Roman Catholic Church adds human 
traditions and commandments; the Protestant 
Church is often guilty of “taking from” the plain 
and inspired Scripture. Is it any worse to cut 
the Bible to bits with a penknife, than to cut it to 
pieces with rationalism and unbelief and so-called 
“Higher Criticism?’ Daniel in the “Critic’s Den,” 
is as bad as Daniel in the Lion’s den. 


In Chapter 37 we have Jeremiah taken under 
false charges and cast into the dungeon. 


Baruch was loyal to his friend when it meant 
that he must suffer along with him. Many a man 
would have forsaken the persecuted prophet, and 
not endangered his own life by staying with him. 


Ill. Carried to Egypt with the Prophet: Jeremiah 
43:5-6. 


The captains of the forces came to Jeremiah and 
besought him to pray to God for them, that He 
would show them what to do; whether to go down 
to Egypt or remain in the land. It seems from 
the sequel, however, that they had already made 
up their minds. 


In ten days Jeremiah makes his report In short, 
God promises that if they will remain in the land, 
they will be blessed, but if they persist in going 
down into Egypt, they will be destroyed. (Kead 
Chapter 42 and see how plain is the message). 
In their stubbornness they declared that Jeremiah 
has spoken falsely, and they not only go to Egypt, 
but take Jeremiah and Baruch with them. 


Many a faithful servant has to suffer with and 
for his master. Baruch’s loyalty and faithfulness 
is his finest eulogy. 


—_——_>————. 


Lesson For Aug. 8: Ebed-Melech— 
The Ethiopian 


Scripture: Jeremiah 38:1 - 39:18. Devotional 
Reading: Matthew 25:31-46. 


There are two well-known Ethiopians in the 
Bible, centuries apart in time, but close together 
in mind and heart; this servant of the king of 
Judah, and the servant of Candace, queen of the 
Ethiopians: the one put his trust in God and showed 
the spirit of Christ long before Christ came, the 
other believed, and was baptized by Philip. (See 
Acts 8:27-38). 
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“I was in prison, and ye came unto me,” says 
Jesus in the well-known passage in Matthew 25:31- 
46. Ebed-melech had the Christian spirit of love 
and helpfulness in his ministry to Jeremiah when 
he was in the dungeon. “Inasmuch as ye have done 
it unto one of the least of these my breathren, ye 
have done it unto me.” In ministering to Jeremiah 
he was really ministering to Christ, for Jeremiah 
was one of His “Brethren,” so close kin to the 
Savior that many thought he was the Old Testa- 
ment Prophet risen from the dead. 


I. Jeremiah’s Imprisonment: Jeremiah 38:1-8. 
Jeremiah had a very unpopular, and seemingly un- 
patriotic message to deliver to the king and people. 
“Thus saith the Lord, He that remaineth in the 
city shall die by the sword, by the famine, and by 
the pestilence: but he that goeth forth to the 
Chaldeans shall live.” In time of war, to advise 
surrender is dangerous. It also smacks of cow- 
ardice. But the difference here is that Jeremiah’s 
message was not his; it was a divine message. It 
was not the word or advice of a mere man: it was 
the word of the Lord. If our command is from 
Him, then we must speak as He directs, no matter 
what the reaction of our fellow men. 


“Therefore the princess said unto the king, We 
beseech thee, let this man be put to death; for he 
weakeneth the hands of the men of war that re- 
main in this city, and the hands of all the people, 
in speaking such words unto them: for this man 
seeketh not the welfare of this people, but the 
hurt.’”’ Now, this looks like the truth, does it not? 


oe is not truth that has the appearance of 
truth. 


Think how this charge must have wounded the 
very heart of Jeremiah. No man ever loved his 
nation more sincerely and whole-heartedly than the 
weeping prophet, who wished that his eyes might 
have been a fountain of tears, that he might weep 
day and night for the slain of the daughter of his 
people. To be called a traitor, a coward, was hard 
to bear. A faithful messenger of God often has 
to be called all sorts of mean and vile names: 
“Blessed are ye when men shall revile you—for 
my name’s sake.’”’ Jeremiah had to be true to God 
and the message given him. He must put God 
first; before patriotism (as we commonly think of 
the word) or personal popularity. 


Zedekiah was a weak and vacillating king. He 
was constantly trying to appease the rulers, and 
at the same time, he was afraid of Jeremiah, for 
he seemed to realize that the prophet was a man of 
God, and was speaking the truth as revealed to 
him of God. “Then Zedekiah the king said, Behold 
he is in your hand: for the king is not he that can 


do anything against you.” What a confession for 
a king! 


“Then took they Jeremiah and cast him into the 
dungeon—so Jeremiah sank in the mire.” It was 
practically a death sentence, and a very cruel one, 
for he would have perished by a slow and miser- 
able death. But God had not forgotten, or forsaken, 
his faithful servant: as in the case of Joseph, He 
was moving in his behalf, and as is usually the 
case, moving in the heart of some man. 


Il. Ebed-melech Rescues Jeremiah: Jeremiah 38: 
7-13. God often finds helpers in unexpected men, 
and in obscure places. “Ebed-melech, the Ethio- 
pian,” came to the help of the prophet when all 
his own country-men had forsaken him. All honor 
to the servant in the house of the king: remem- 
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ber, there were “saints in Caesar’s household,” 
and there were some in Zedekiah’s household who 
still trusted God. 


He adopted a bold and dangerous course, for it 
would put him in disfavor with the princes. He 
spake to the king saying: “My lord the king, these 
men have done evil in all that they have done to 
Jeremiah the prophet, whom they have cast into 
the dungeon; and he is like to die for hunger in 
the place where he is.” 


Zedekiah commands him to “Take from hence 
thirty men with thee, and take up Jeremiah the 
prophet out of the dungeon, before he die.’”’ The 
king evidently was afraid of the consequences, if 
Jeremiah should die, and his blood be on his hands. 


Ebed-melech and the men came and putting 
some old rotten rags under his arms, the prophet 
was drawn up out of the mire. Whenever we do 
something for one of God’s children, we do it for 
Him. Do we today know of any of God’s servants 
who are in need, in distress? It is fine to help any- 
one who needs our help, but a ministry to a child 
of God is twice-blessed, for we minister to both 
God and man. 


III. Zedekiah’s Secret Conference With Jeremiah: 
Jer. 38:14-28. Zedekiah is a good illustration of a 
ruler with an uneasy conscience, seeking advice 
from a godly man, and lacking the moral courage 
to follow that advice. Herod heard John the 
Baptist gladly and did many things, but was not 
man enough to do the one thing that would have 
marked him as a brave man. So Zedekiah sent 
for Jeremiah and besought him to tell him what to 
do, but was neither wise enough, or courageous 
enough, to follow his counsel. 


Many a man has come to his pastor when per- 
plexed and troubled, and was advised as to the 
best course to follow, but did not follow the advice. 
Many a sick person has consulted a physician, and 
then failed to take his medicine, or pursue the 
course marked out for him. 


Zedekiah consults Jeremiah and seems in dead 
earnest. He asks him to “hide nothing from me.” 
Do we not ask the doctor to “hide nothing from 
us’? Jeremiah takes the precaution of asking the 
king whether he would put him to death or hearken 
to him. Zedekiah promises that he will not be put 
to death, or delivered into the hands of those who 
are seeking his life—the princes. 


Jeremiah has a “thus saith the Lord” as his ad- 
vice to the king. If we ministers and pastors can 
have a “thus saith the Lord,’ and be as sure of 


our ground as the prophet, we could always give 
sound advice. 


He tells the king that the only way to save 
Jerusalem from destruction, and save his own 
life, is to go forth to the king of Babylon’s princes. 
Now this was contrary to the plans of his own 
“princes” and others, and Zedekiah, perhaps in 
fear of his own princes, refused to follow this 
advice. He also told Jeremiah not to reveal what 
had taken place as to this conference, but to tell 
the princes that he had made supplication not 
to be sent back to Jonathan’s house, to die there. 
So the secret was kept. 


IV. The Capture of Jerusalem: Jeremiah 39:1- 
14. The word spoken by the prophet came true. 
The Babylonian army captured the city, slew the 
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king’s sons and nobles of Judah, put out Zedekiah’s 
eyes, bound him with chains to take him to Baby. 
lon. Moreover they burned the king’s house and 
the houses of the people and brake down the 
walls of Jerusalem and carried away captive the 
remnant of the people, leaving only a few of the 
poorer ones in the land. 


They treated Jeremiah very leniently. (He was 
afterwards taken into Egypt by his own people, 
as they stubbornly persisted in disobeying the 
command of God). 


V. Ebed-melech’s Reward: Jeremiah 39:15-18, 
He had a living Faith which works by love, and 
that faith was richly rewarded. The reward came 
in the form of a promise through Jeremiah. “But | 
will deliver thee in that day—and thou shalt not 
fall by the sword, but thy life shall be for a prey 
unto thee; because thou hast put thy trust in me, 
saith the Lord.’ God always rewards such faith. 





Lesson For Aug. 16: Andrew— 
The Man Who Brought Others 


Scripture: Matthew 4:18; Mark 1:16-21-29; 
3:18; 18:3-7; Luke 6:14; John 1:37-43; 6:8-9; 
12:20-22; Acts 1:12-14. Devotional Reading: John 
6:1-14. 


Sometimes when we bring others to Jesus we 
bring those who will do far greater things for 
Him than we, with our limited ability or talents, 
are able to do. Then again, when we bring some- 
body to the Master that person may be the means, 
or occasion, of His performing some miraculous 
work. At other times, He may have some mar- 
vellous teaching for them and us. 


The humble Methodist preacher who was used 
of God in leading Charles Haddon Spurgeon to 
Christ did not realize that his message that day 
had turned a boy to the Savior who would become 
the greatest preacher of his time and would lead 
thousands of souls out of darkness into light. The 
man who very tremblingly led D. L. Moody to the 
Lord did mot know that the unknown, and some- 
what unpromising, shoe salesman would become 
the best known evangelist of our modern world. 


When the four friends brought their paralyzed 
comrade to the Saviour and let him down through 
the roof, they were instrumental in furnishing 
Him the opportunity of performing one of His 
outstanding miracles and to prove His authority on 
earth to forgive sins. 


When the mothers brought their young chil- 
dren to Him, He took this opportune moment to 
say, “Suffer the little children to come unto Me, 
and forbid them not, for of such is the Kingdom 
of Heaven.” 


In Andrew, one of the minor apostles, if we 
rank them according to their recorded work, we 
have an example of one who was used in all three 
of these ways as he introduced men to the Master. 
He brought his brother to Jesus, and that brother 
became a much better known, influential, and 
powerful disciple than Andrew. He found the lad 
with his lunch, and bringing him to Jesus, gave 
Him the starting place for one of His mightiest 
miracles, and greatest sermons. He, with Philip, 
tells Jesus of the Greeks who are wanting to see 
Him, and this gives Him the opportunity of re- 
vealing a marvellous truth concerning Himself. 
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Let us see how these three lessons come out in Sometimes when we bring people to Him today, 
the Scripture today: we give Him similar opportunities: to work a great 
miracle in or through their lives — by ae — 
. : . h wonderful messages to the world of men 
I. Andrew Brings His Brother to Jesus: John preac . 
1:37-43. John the Baptist introduced Jesus to his around them. The man who ene Se 
disciples in the well-known words, “Behold the Christ, gave the Master the chance o id. wield 
Lamb of God.” The two disciples who heard him what He could do with Hi — ‘oy yie 
speak followed Jesus, who gave them the great himself completely to Him. oody a 
invitation, “Come and see.” They came and saw Miracle Man” by the grace and power of God, 
where He dwelt, abode with Him that day, and and through him the Gospel was _—— to 
were convinced that He was the Messiah: they thousands upon thousands — —_ wall te 
Him. many more than five thousand spiritually hungry 
— people were fed. 
One of these two was Andrew, Simon Peter’s ' 
brother. “He first findeth his own brother, Simon, a —s the ——— — Yo mg A. 
d saith unto him, we have found the Messiah. Christ in the Rescue Mission in New York, 
and he brought him to Jesus.” life was transformed by as mighty a miracle as 
And ne & P was ever performed, and the starving men and 
women of New York were fed by this man. His 


No finer day’s work was ever done than this. life was the greatest of sermons. 


The greatest thing we can do for any man is to 
bring him to Jesus. Notice how naturally it was 


done: Andrew finds his brother; Philip finds his willingly give of what they have to the Master, 
friend Nathaniel. Here are two ties which bind and let him use it for the glory of God, and the 
men together and place a peculiar obligation upon salvation of others? We have no doubt but that this 
us; the tie of kinship, and the tie of friendship. “lad” became a loyal follower of the Christ, giving 
If every Christian would follow out this simple himself as well as his loaves and fishes. There 
and natural course how quickly the Gospel would may be many such young people in our midst, if 
spread to the ends of the earth! Are any of our we, like Andrew, find them. 
friends, ‘‘friends without Jesus”? Are there any in 
our families who do not know the Savior as their III. Andrew and Philip Tell Jesus About the 
personal Saviour? It may seem easier sometimes to Greeks: John 12:20-22. Some Greeks who had come 
preach to strangers, and we are not to neglect to worship at the feast (evidently Jewish Prose- 
strangers, but we are to provide for those in our lytes), came to Philip with the request, “Sir, we 
own homes, and if this is true in material things would see Jesus.’”’ Philip, for some reason, tells 
such as food and clothes, how much more does it Andrew, and together they approach the Master. 
apply to spiritual needs. We rush to tell our friends 
and relatives any piece of good news: we ought We are not told whether He granted their re- 
to be as eager to tell them the best news in all the quest—whether they saw Him, or not, but we take 
world: “‘We have found the Messiah, the ‘Christ, it for granted that they did, for “him that cometh 
the Lord.” to me, I will in no wise cast out.” We like to 
think of them as “seeing and believing,’ even as 
This does not abrogate our duty to others, but the two who heard Jesus say to them, “Come 
there is an additional obligation and motive to and see.” The main point is what this incident led 
seek those dear to us. Jesus to say about His Mission to the world. 


Can we not find boys and girls today who will 


He clearly explained what sort of Christ He 
ad’ rg cuelimow, Peter, soon, took the eed wasthis Christ’ whom they. wanted. to see, He 
must increase, I must decrease,” might have been disei ~ ogg to = d —— : Pn th ge Se = 
the thoughts and words of Andrew as well as John Seat. cuuk” tad: th ga Regge cel 
the Baptist, as he thought of his Great Kinsman avid, and leading the nation to victory over 
Jesus Christ. . their enemies, but glorified by His death on the 

‘ cross and His resurrection ee the oe — 
corn of wheat was going to fall into the groun 
Il. Andrew Finds the Lad with the Lunch: John : h t lori 
6:8-9. “One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s ecm ag geet snl yrs gy eat cttrin 
brother, saith unto him, there is a lad here, which 
hath five barley loaves and two small fishes: but 


what are they among so many’? He proclaims Himself as the “Great Magnet” 


who would draw all men unto Him. “This He said, 
signifying what death He should die.” Have any 
Here is the starting-place, or setting, for one of words been more true than these? What was, 
Jesus’ greatest miracles—the feeding of the five and is, the magnetism of the Gospel? Is it not 
thousand. Not that Jesus needed the lad’s lunch; the Cross? “God forbid that I should glory save 
He could have fed the multitudes without this, but in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.” There are 
He uses the little that this boy had to teach us a many things about our Lord that attracts us to 
great lesson: when we place our small resources in Him: His Perfect Character, His Matchless Teach- 
His hands, great things can be wrought for others. ing, His Marvellous Miracles; but the one thing 
above all others, a gay ae mg 
He feeds the hungry people and then preaches Sacrifice of Himself for us on the cross: if this 
one of His most beautiful yoann on this text, does not draw men to Him, then there is little hope 
proclaiming Himself to be the Bread of Life, Bread that they will be drawn. Who loved me, and 
which came down from heaven. “I am the living gave Himself for me,” is the truth that breaks 
bread which came down from heaven: if any man more hard hearts than any other. 
eat of this bread—he shall live forever; and the ; . 
bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give Let us bring men to Christ that they may see 
for the life of the world.” (See John 6:51). for themselves, and believe. 
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Vesper Topics For August 
Aug. 1: Ballyhoo And You 


Introduction 


Barnum believed that “There’s a sucker born 
every minute,” and he became rich by operating 
on the principle. 


Our world of modern folk has become very 
worldly wise and sophisticated so that its people 
feel that they are not suckers for the old gags 
of the bygone days. But actually most of the ills 
of our world can be traced to the fact that there 
is a sucker born every minute. In our modern 
world of amusement, business, literature, and 
social fellowship there are many practices and 
attitudes that are as utterly untrue and unhuman 
as was “Jojo the dog-faced boy,” but each on- 
coming generation of suckers goes on following 
these practices and then wonders why life does 
not give the lasting joy and satisfaction that it 
promised in the beginning. 


We Christian young people must be the gen- 
eration of those who have the moral and spiritual 
discernment to pick out those things in modern 
life that play us for the sueker by taking from 
us our most sacred and valuable assets, while 
giving nothing in return, and as we separate from 
these things we must build into our lives those 
things that bring lasting joy to the individual and 
produce righteous fruit in society. 


But how shall we decide these things? Get any 
two leaders of community life, or even leaders 
in the church, to express themselves and there 
will be two different opinions about what is 
right and what is wrong for the Christian. But 
this need not bother us, for after all we are 
Protestant Christians who believe that every man 
must correctly and sincerely use the Bible to 
find the answer to his own problems, and we 
are not Roman Catholics who simply follow what 
the church says. But that means that the strength 
of the Church will be just as strong as our faithful 
use of the Bible and our willingness to abide by 
what God reveals. So let us go to the Bible to find 
some guide posts along the route of Christian 
living, feeling our deep sense of responsibility to 
sincerely apply these truths to our lives. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 


1.The Christian’s Responsibilities. (a) Try the 
spirits: 1 John 4:1. In this world of ours a spiritual 
warfare is going on, and the Christian must try 
the advice of any and all to be sure what spirit 
is behind the advice—the spirit of Christ or the 
spirit of the devil. (b) Prove all things: 1 Thess. 
5:21. And the Christian is not bound by any set 
of rules, regulations or customs that are sacred 
in themselves. The Christian has a job to do, and 
he must examine all things and find the best 
ways of gettin his God-given job done and do 
them. Just because it has not been done before 
may mean it is the very thing that will work. 


2. The Christian’s Rules. The Bible does not 
set down a series of do’s and don’ts that can be 





followed legalistically, but the Bible does ge 
down the principles that a Christian can apply 
to any and every situation and be assured of find. 
ing the will of God for him in that situation, 
(a) Is it true? Phil. 4:8, John 17:17. What we 
think and feel we sooner or later become; there. 
fore the Christian must always think only of the 
good, the true, the beautiful. But what are these? 
The Word of God tells us what is true and beauti- 
ful, for it is truth itself. (b) Does it strengthen 
you? 2 Peter 3:18; 1 Cor. 10:31. When you and 
I believe we have an everlasting life to cultivate 
and develop. All that we do must strengthen that 
life mentally, morally, and spiritually. (c) Does 
it help or hinder your witness for Christ? Acts 
1:8, 1 Cor. 6:12; 1 Cor. 8:8-9; Rom. 14.13. A 
clock without hands is no good, because it is 
made to tell time. A clock with hands that are 
stuck so they won’t move is no good, no matter 
how good the inner works. A clock with one hand 
that moves wrong is worse than useless because 
it looks like it is running, but it is running wrong. 
A Christian is left here to witness to the saving 
grace of Christ. If that Christian gives no wit- 
ness, gives a false witness, or does things that 


cause others to stumble and miss Christ, then 
that Christian is useless. ? 


Levels Of Life 


From the Christian standpoint there are three 
levels of living: 


First Level—Right or Wrong. On this level all 
we have to decide is whether what we want to do 
is right in the sight of the laws of the land and 
the law of God. All men want to reach this level 
for if we do not and violate the laws of the 
land we go to jail and if we violate the laws 
of God we suffer the consequences. 


Second level—First Things First. As Christians 
there are times when we should attend church 
instead of the ball game, read our Bibles instead 
of the newspaper, accept a job in the church in- 
stead of sleep late. Some things in life are more 
important and Christians must take out some 
things that don’t matter too much in order to at- 
tend to the things that matter so much. Every 
Christian should be a responsible member of the 
church and live on this level. 


Third Level—Anything for Sake of Testimony. 
At this level we not only avoid the things that 
are wrong, give place to the important things, but 
we also seek to remove from our lives anything 
that would offend or cause a seeker after Christ 
to stumble and put into our lives those things 


that make for a powerful, effective testimony for 
Christ. 


In the Middle Ages the Church recognized these 
levels and asked the members to live on Level 1, 
set apart priests and lay leaders to live on Level 
2, and set those who wanted to live on Level 3 
apart in monestaries. What we need today is 
Christians who can be in the world but not of it, 
in the world of every day men and affairs yet 
living at level 3. If you really want to live on 
level three then day by day apply the three 
questions to all your decisions about what you 
will do and where you will go and God will lead. 
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If you can ask, “Is it true to God’s will and 
way? Will it strengthen my life-mental, moral 
or physical? Will it help my testimony for 
Christ?” and answer yes in sincerity and truth, 
then go ahead. Nobody will fool you with the 
modern ballyhoo. 


Program Outline 


Call to Worship: Isaiah 55:6-9. 

Hymn: Come Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove. 
Scripture Lesson: Romans 12:1-21. 
Evening Prayer. 

Hymn: I Would Be True. 

Leader’s Introduction (Int. above). 

Talk No. 1: Our Responsibility. (Let one or more 
present the points of the Scripture Lesson). 
Talk No. 2: On Which Level Do You Wish to 
Live? (See material of levels of living above.) 
Discussion by Group: How does our Christian 
responsibility to live at the highest level of 
life apply to our modern day (1) movies. (2) 
radio programs. (3) Novels. (4) Social cock- 

tails. 
Hymn: More Like the Master. 
Closing Prayer. 


———~——_ 


Aug. 8: Teach Me - Sun Descending 
Introduction To Unit 


The next two programs are designed to be 
held at an outdoor meeting and both center in 
the theme “God, Who Touchest Earth with 
Beauty.’ 


Introduction 


No one of us can ever stand and behold a beau- 
tiful sunset without realizing that at the heart of 
our universe there must be something, or Some 
One more beautiful than we are. 


When Prof. Piccard, the Swiss scientist who 
first ascended the stratosphere, made his first 
trip to New York City our newspaper men asked 
him what he thought of our giant skyscrapers. 
He thought a minute and replied, “Our alps are 
higher.” Whenever we leave the man made won- 
ders about us and get out into the open we in- 
stinctively become conscious that the God who 
made the world and all things therein is a God 
of greater wonders than the mind of man can 
even dream. 


During this summer evening let us behold the 
wonders of God in the universe about us and 
learn what Nature has to say of God, and also 
remind ourselves where Nature must be silent 
about God. Rather than our doing the talking 
let us listen to the Word of God. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 


1. God Is Present In His World. Psalm 19:1. 


2. God Is Creator of All Things in His World: 
Job 12:7-9. 


38. God Is Greater Than the Things He Has 
Made: Isaiah 40:12-22. 


4. God Cares for All His Creatures: Matthew 
6:25-24. 


5. God Judges All Men: Romans 1:18-20. 
‘ S God Can’t Be Fully Known by Nature: John 
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Suggestive Thought 


The great philosopher, Immanuel Kant, once 
said, “Two things ever fill me with wonder and 
awe. The starry heavens above and the moral law 
within.” No man can look at the world that God 
has made without knowing that God is. No man 
can deal with his conscience within without know- 
ing that God is his judge. But what we see about 
us in nature does not tell us one thing about 
how God will deal with our sins. The starry 
heavens above can tell us that God is, but they 
can never tell us how to meet the demands of 
the moral law within. No man has ever yet seen 
God, but the only begotten Son has revealed Him, 
and that Son is presented to us in His Word. So 
we can feel the presence of God about us in 
nature, we can even draw much truth from the 
world, but even the message of nature drives us 
to Christ and the Bible to find the mind and 
will of God concerning our sins and salvation. 
Never let the feeling of awe and wonder become 
a substitute for worship in spirit and in truth 
about an open Bible at the feet of a living Christ. 


Program Outline 


Call to Worship: Psalm 121. 

Hymn: Day Is Dying in the West. 

Scripture Lesson: Psalm 8. 

Evening Prayer. 

Hymn: Dear Lord and Father of Mankind. 

Leader’s Introduction (For unit and this pro- 
gram.) 

Reading (Let 6 readers present the passages, 
naming truth in each.) 

Conclusion: (Present the truth expressed in the 
suggestive thought above.) 

Hymn: For the Beauty of Earth. 

Closing Prayer. 


—>—__ 


Aug. 15: Make Me Lovely Too 
Introduction 


Many people today wonder about whether there 
is a God at all or not. Many who wonder feel 
that they doubt because the universe has be- 
come so big under modern scientific advancement 
that there is no place left for God. But down 
through all the ages men have wondered and have 
been convinced by the evidence. In the Old Testa- 
ment one of the writers says “A threefold cord 
is not quickly broken.” In Psalm 19 we have a 
threefold revelation of God that forms a cord of 
testimony so strong that it can not be broken 
and presents evidence that will convince any man. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 


Psalm 19 


1. The Works of God in Nature: Verses 1-6. 
2. The Word of God in the Bible: Verses 7-11. 


3. The Workmanship of God in the Human 
Heart: Verses 12-14. 


Suggestive Idea 


Two ideas expressed by the Psalmist and Isaiah 
when brought into contrast with each other pre- 
sent an interesting thought. The Psalmist looks 
up and marvels at the heavens and calls them 
the work of God’s fingers. (Psalm 8:3). When 
Isaiah begins to develop the idea of the eternal 
God coming down to move the heart of man and 
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provide salvation through Christ he says, “The 
arm of the Lord is made bare.” (Isa. 52:10; 53:1). 
Putting this idea in with our Scripture lesson we 
say that when we look at the starry heavens above 
we know that God is, when we look at His Book 
we know what God is and what God does, and 
when we look at the workmanship of God in a hu- 
man heart, that work that takes a sin-cursed, 
hell-bound sinner and makes him into a pillar 
of righteousness and good works (Eph. 2:10) 
then we have a three fold witness that introduces 
us to God. The revelation of God in nature is 
mere finger play, but when God takes hold of a 
sinner and converts and transforms him, then the 
arm of the Lord is made bare in power. 


Program Outline 


Call to Worship: Psalm 95:1-6. 
Hymn: Fairest Lord Jesus. 
Scripture Lesson: Psalm 1. 
Evening Prayer. 

Leader’s Introduction (above). 


Talks (one each on each section of Scripture 
lesson outline). 

Talk on suggestive idea emphasizing the need for 
the work of God in our hearts. 

Conclusion: Use different petitions from hymn 
“God who touches earth with beauty” as sug- 
gested in Presbyterian Youth. 

Hymn: More Holiness Give Me. 


Closing Prayer (Psalm 19:14 in unison.)- 


Church | News 


Meeting Of Korean 
Mission 


On May 27, 1948, the second meeting of the Ko- 
rean Mission, since its reorganization, met in the 
residence of Rev. and Mrs. W. A. Linton, in 
Chunju. All twenty-nine members of our Mission 
were present. This is about double the number a 
year ago. 





The opening sermon was preached by the retir- 
ing Chairman and veteran member, Dr. Robt. Knox 
on “What happens when a Christian sins,” based 
on the fifty-first Psalm. This message and the six 
Bible studies on The Epistles of Paul by Dr. Joseph 
Hopper, as well as the early morning prayer serv- 
ices led by different members of the Mission, all 
helped to give the spiritual note absolutely neces- 
sary for any successful meeting of God’s people. 


The officers of this meeting were Rev. W. A. 
Linton, Chairman, Rev. Joseph Hopper, Vice-Chair- 
man, and Miss Florence Root, Recording Secre- 
tary. Rev. S. Dwight Winn was elected Secretary 
and Treasurer of the Mission with Rev. W. A. Lin- 
ton as assistant. 


From the first, there was a splendid spirit of co- 
operation between the National Church and the 
Mission Group. The devotional, the opening morn- 
ing of daily sessions, was led by Rev. Lee Cha Ik, 
a former helper of one of our pioneers, Rev. L. B. 
Tate. He is serving his third term as moderator of 
the Korean General Assembly. He emphasized the 
need for new recruits and the teaching and the 


preaching of the Gospel of Christ in this day of 
great need and rich opportunity. An ex-moderatoy 
of the Assembly, Rev. E. H. Pai, who is the chair. 
man of a Committee of the Assembly to establish 
“a church in every village” spoke on that and 
other matters of interest. The offering at the Sun. 
day service was given to this evangelistic effort, 
Dr. H. N. Pak spoke of the need of organizing at 
once an orthodox Theological Seminary and asked 
that two of our evangelists serve as professors in 
it, one of whom he desires to serve as Honorary 
President. He himself is well fitted by experience 
and training to take the lead in this work. He 
spoke of the necessity of combatting Modernism 
which has crept into the Church out here. The 
Mission decided to heartily cooperate in this effort 
and it is expected that the Seminary will open its 
doors very soon. Others addressed the Mission on 
the matter of a Christian College and its location 
and the women’s work of the Church. In order to 
encourage this spirit of co-operation, it was decided 
that a Committee of the Mission should meet with 
a similar Committee representing the Presbyteries, 
some time previous to the meeting of the former 
body to receive and coordinate the requests and 
suggestions from the latter and present them to 
the Mission for study and action. A committee of 
three was appointed, one each to visit a named 
Presbytery not in borders of our Mission to serve 
as fraternal delegate and liason man and that the 
stations located in the bounds of a Presbytery see 


to it that some member act in that capacity at its 
meeting. 


One was appointed to represent us on the Board 
of Severance Union Hospital in Seoul, and from our 
budget an offering of money was voted for that 
and also for the Christian Literature Society, an- 
other union work located in Seoul and whose build- 
ing was erected under the supervision of Mr. M. L. 
Swinehart, a former member of our Mission. 


In answer to a request from Cheiju Island for a 
resident missionary, it was voted that for next year 
three of our number, whose names were designated, 
go there to assist in a month’s Bible Institute. 


The report of the Medical Committee was adopted 
unanimously. They advised that the best service 
we can render in the field of medicine and nurs- 
ing would be the placing the emphasis upon the 
training of young doctors and nurses and labora- 
tory technicians who would work among their own 
people, and that for the present it would be best 
to make one medical center such as is being formed 
in Chunju and spread to the bounds of this part 
of Southern Korea the ‘Good work of Christian 
and Modern medicine.” Doctors and nurses too 
are called for each of the other stations of the 
Mission but it is the sense of the Mission that the 
lead in this work should be taken by Chunju, 
which already has its work well under way with a 
doctor and nurse and a laboratory technician, 
from America, at work in its hospital, which is 
running at present capacity with its building in 
good repair. Even the Korean policemen and the 


army of U.S. have found it advisable to send pa- 
tients to it. 


The college was considered so important that it 
was decided after much discussion and prayer 
that it should be located in Kwangju and work 
should begin this fall and one of the workers 
called is asked to come for this work. 


Emphasis was placed upon the opportunities 
in Translation Work and a committee was ap- 
pointed to get material on the Christian Home and 
Child Training before the Chureh in their own 
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language. Surely this is the place to begin, in the 
home and with the child. Those who contributed 
to the Birthday Offering of the Woman’s Aux- 
iliary, of 1947 can find joy in knowing that a part 
of their offering will go for this great work. 


The Mission’s home in Seoul has been returned 
to us and will now be used as a hotel for our 
missionaries when in that city on business. 


As a mark of appreciation of the outstanding 
work of Dr. Wilson, the Mission voted that ar- 
rangements be made to change the name of the 
Leper Colony at Yehsu to the R. W. Wilson Leper 
Colony. 


The Levies were called back to reopen the 
Dental Work of the Mission which rendered needy 
and great service for its members as well as for 
the Koreans, in the days before the war. It is 
hoped that they can come out this year to start 
again and carry on this work. 


The need for evangelizing the unreached multi- 
tudes in our area was emphasized time and time 
again and that nothing else station work, the 
mechanics of living (and there is a lot of that 
necessary out here), teaching English or any- 
thing else can take its place and that the heart 
and center of all our work and its chief end should 
be to save souls through the preaching of Christ 
our Risen Lord. 


The urgency for new missionaries to hurry out 
was stressed in that the average age at present 
of the Mission force is 56 and that about half 
of our number are over sixty years of age. 


Among the recruits called, some of whom are 
expected this fall, are former members of our 
Mission, children of missionaries who worked here 
and other young people. 


At this meeting of our Mission, Dr. and Mrs. 
Paul S. Crane, he a son of the Korean Mission 
and she a daughter of the China Mission were 
welcomed. May they be the earnest of a large 
number who shall soon come out as His ambassa- 
dors in this glorious service. Is it too much to 
hope that many of their faces will be seen next 
year when we meet as a Mission in Kwangju! 
And may some of you who read this say, “Here am 
I send me!” —James I. Paisley. 

——__>"——_ 


Student Loan Fund 


Applications are now being received by the 
Student Loan Fund for loans to college students 
for the year 1948-49. Boys and girls who are 
members of the Presbyterian Church U. S. and 
who have had one successful year of college work 
are eligible for loans from this fund that they 
may attend one of our own Presbyterian colleges. 
Applications can be made for a loan of $100.00, 
$150.00 or $200.00 a year, according to needs, 
Pastors, parents and leaders of young people are 
requested to notify qualified students of the ad- 
vantages of the Student Loan Fund. 


Since the first loan was made in 1911, this 
Fund has aided 2,798 Presbyterian young people 
to secure a college education in good Christian 
colleges. These students have gone forth to fill 
Important positions in the leadership of our church 
as well as in the home and nation. The Student 
Loan Fund is in a position to assist a number of 
Worthy students for the coming year. 


Wade H. Boggs, Executive Secy. 
410 Urban Building 
Louisville, Kentucky. 
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MORE AND MORE 
PEOPLE MAKE 
ANNUITY GIFTS 


During the year ending March 31, 1948, forty- 
three people invested a total of $62,508.70 in 
Annuities of our Executive Committee of For- 
eign Missions. 


As of that date, 459 annuity contracts totaling 
$895,077.03 were in force under our Annuity 
Gift Plan whereby this money will be made 
available for Foreign Mission work and the 
donor is guaranteed a lifetime annuity at a 
good rate of interest on the amount donated. 


Our Annuity Gift Plan has been in operation 
for over fifty years, during which time every 
annuity contract has been met promptly and 
in full. 


Interest rates vary, depending upon the age of 
the annuitant, but in practically every case are 
higher than present-day rates on other high- 
grade investments. Liberal income tax exemp- 
tions are another feature worth considering. 


If you want to give, and at the same time enjoy 
a generous return on your money, write today 
for full information about our Annuity Gift Plan. 
Address: 


Curry B. Hearn . Treasurer 


Executive Committee Of 
Foreign Missions 


Presbyterian Church 
In The U.S. 


Nashville 1, Tenn. 
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Ad-Interim Committee Seeks 
Suggestions 


The Ad Interim Committee on the Study of 
Church Agencies is seeking suggestions on this im- 
portant matter and to that end will be glad to 
receive suggestions from any one interested. 


Address: W. E. Price, Chairman; Price Build- 
ing, 116 West Third Street, Charlotte 2, N. C. 





Presbyterian Youth To Attend 
World Council 


Presbyterian youth will be represented by one 
of the eighteen young people from the United 
States who are attending the First Assembly of 
the World Council of Churches convening at 
Amsterdam, Holland, August 22. Lamar William- 
son, Jr., of Monticello, Ark., a student at Union 
Theological Seminary in Richmond, Va., sailed for 
Europe June 16 in order to spend some time ob- 
serving conditions abroad before going on to 
Amsterdam for the Assembly. Lamar has long 
been a leader in youth work in the Church, serv- 
ing for a time as president of the young people 
in his Synod as well as being active in student 
work while at Davidson College in North Caro- 
lina. Two years ago he attended the World Student 
— Federation meeting in Geneva, Switzer- 
and. 


Although no young people will be official dele- 
gates to this important first meeting of the World 
Council of Churches, one hundred youth from 
39 countries have been chosen as observers. These 
observers will attend all public events of the As- 
sembly and hold their own meetings parallel to 
the Study Commissions and Committee sessions. 





Book Reviews 


——— 


We Learn About God. Work Book for Beginner 
Department. Vacation Bible School. Published by 
The Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis 18, Mo. 
Price 20c. 


Our Heavenly Father. Vacation Bible School. 
Primary Work Book. Published bv The Concordia 
Publishing House, St. Louis 18, Mo. Price 20c. 


What Jesus Means To Be. By H. W. Gockel. Pub- 
lished by The Concordia Publishing House, St. 
Louis 18, Mo. Price $1.00 paper binding. $1.35 
cloth binding. A beautiful little book expressing a 
warm devotion to Jesus Christ. The author states, 
“Jesus means more than the world to me. The last 
name to occupy my conscious thought at night— 
the first name to enter my waking mind each 
morning is the ‘name all other names above’, the 
eternal name of Jesus.” In 12 chapters the author 
expresses his convictions as to what Christ means 
to him and what He can mean to others. 


Studies In St. Matthew’s Gospel. By J. M. Weid- 
enschilling. Published by The Concordia Publishing 
House (teachers’ guide). Price $1.00. 


Studies In The Gospel According To St. Matthew 
(Text-Book). By J. M. Weidenschilling. Published 
by the Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis 18, 
Mo. Price 65c. 
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Every Day Science For The Christian. By Theo, 
L. Handrich. Published by The Concordia Publish. 
ing House, St. Louis 18, Mo. Price $2.25. A com. 
prehensive volume that offers the reader a practical 
and popular treatment on every day science. It ex. 
poses false theories that are anti-Biblical. The 
author brings evidence to undermine the whole 
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theory of evolution. This book will increase the We V 
reader’s knowledge of scientific facts and strength. of a fe 
en his faith in the Bible. rapt at 
Laymen Speaking. Edited by Wallace S. Speers, of ernie 
Published by The Associated Press, 347 Madison that tl 
Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. Price $2.00. Here transfo 
prominent laymen discuss the personal and social be said 
needs for religion, the layman in his personal life, far as 
the layman in his Church, the layman in his busi. ignored 
ness life, the layman at work in the world. All ‘ 
stress the point that Christianity provides a pattem We- 
for all human activity and supplies the answer to m they 2! 
every human problem. ogee 
God In History. By Sherwood Eddy. Published Mt iifte 
by The Associated Press, 347 Madison Avenue, 
New York, N. Y. Price $2.75. The author believes tw 
that God is in history and that He is doing some. jm “amity 
thing today. He stresses the fact that God is indeed jp °! the 
in history working effectively and ceaselessly Dr « 
whether or not men recognize His presence. The  Edwar 
book is written from the standpoint of theological “ 
liberalism. The author is an evolutionist. nes 
Christian Beliefs. By Ralph E. Knudson. Pub- his | 
lished by The Judson Press, 1703 Chestnut Street, Ang 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. Price: $1.75. A small volume he } 
adapted for the use of young people proclaiming not 
in no uncertain terms the Lordship of Jesus Christ and 
and the meaning of salvation. A readable study of tre! 
Christian ideas. Written from the Baptist point of fee! 
view. Edn 
Life’s Golden Hours. By Hobart McKeehan. Pub- = 
lished by The Fleming H. Revel Company, New aro 
York, N. Y. Price $2.00. A study in spiritual values the 
which rise above the tragedy of the times. upc 
The Holy Spirit In The Life Of Today. By F. “| 
W. Dillistone. Published by The Westminster Press, Ed 
Witherspoon Buildin,g Philadelphia 7, Pa. Price for 
$1.50. The author is the vice-principal of the Lon- rm 
don College of Divinity. His style is fresh and inter- sal 
esting. Here he emphasizes God’s activity instead me 
of God’s nature. his 
Bishop Brent. By Alexander Zabriskie. Pub- th 
lished by The Westminster Press, Witherspoon ga 
Building, Philadelphia 7, Pa. Price $3.75. A 8a) 
biography of one of the outstanding leaders in the co. 
ecumencial movement. It traces the growth and § We 
work in mind and in spirit that brought Charles & the 
Brent from the position of an obscure curate to ther 
that of a presiding officer over international con- & be e 
ferences. The appeal for this book will be more or 
less limited to those who are obscessed with the _ 9 
idea of the organic unity of Christendom. a 























————— mn t 

“Amen” And “So What?” m 

For this generation, brought up on movie thrill 9 only 
ers and silly comics, I covet a childhood nurtured 
on the Word of God. It might seem the depth of 
boredom to a modern youngster fed up on tras 
and jaded from worn-out excitements, but life 
was happier before the Amen Age gave way to 

the era of So What. ( 

Vance Havmer in exa 

Journey To Faith (Revell). our 
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Popular Preaching 


(Continued from Page 4) 
dismissed without once having been referred to 
the saving grace and power of Jesus Christ. There 
was absolutely nothing wrong with the sermon, 
except that it was incomplete. 


We were reminded of a commencement sermon 
of a few years ago. The graduates were held in 
rapt attention by the challenge presented to them 
of going out and making the world a better place, 
in which to live but not once was it mentioned 
that this could be accomplished solely by the 
transforming power of the Saviour; at best it could 
be said that this was taken for granted but, so 
far as the message was concerned, Christ was 
ignored. 


We mention these incidents because we believe 
they are all too common. Too much is taken for 
granted. Such preaching may be popular but it is 
not vital. In fact no message is vital until Christ 
is lifted up as the only source of hope. 


It would seem that a desire to popularize Chris- 
tianity has too often led to glossing over the heart 
of the message itself. 


Dr J. Wilbur Chapman, in writing of Jonathan 
Edwards, said: 


“T have been in that old church in New 
England where Jonathan Edwards preached 
his great sermon, “Sinners in the Hands of an 
Angry God.” He had a little manuscript which 
he held up so close to his face that they could 
not see his countenance. But as he went on 
and on, the people in the crowded church were 
tremendously moved. One man sprang to his 
feet, rushed down the aisle, and cried, ‘Mr. 
Edwards, have mercy!” Other men caught hold 
of the backs of the pews lest they should slip 
into perdition. I have seen the old pillars 
around which they threw their arms, when 
they thought the day of judgment had dawned 
upon them. The power of the sermon is still 
felt in the United States today. But there is 
a bit of history behind it. For three days 
Edwards had not eaten a mouthful of food; 
for three nights he had not closed his eyes 
in sleep. Over and over again, he had been 
saying to God: “Give me New England; Give 
me New England!” and when he rose from 
his knees, and made his way to the . 
they say that he looked as if he had been 
gazing straight into the face of God. They 
say that before he opened his lips to speak, 
conviction fell upon his audience.” 


We would not for one instant presume to scold 
the ministry of our Church. We thank God for 
them and believe the overwhelming majority to 
€ evangelical in faith. 


_ Our one desire is to stimulate more vital preach- 
ing, one which always takes into account the final 
and ultimate part of the atoning work of Christ 
in the individual sinner’s heart. 


We do not believe such preaching can ever be 
popular, (with the world), but we believe it is the 
oly kind God can honor and use. —L.N.B. 


——— 


Christian Example 


Christian profession is necessary but Christian 
example is also essential to effective witness for 
our Lord. 
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It is our observation that worldliness on the 
part of professing Christians has eome to a place 
where only too often there is no distinction be- 


tween those who are in the Church and those who 
are not. 


Christianity is not a set of negatives. But, con- 
sistent Christian living implies a separation from 
those habits, practices or amusements which are 
calculated to harm the body or dull spiritual en- 
joyment. 


A college student recently wrote us asking for 
advice regarding dancing. He stated that it was 
the common practice in his college but he was 
having a searching of conscience about it. 


Our reply was that we believed all such ques- 
tions of practice should be settled between the 
individual and the Lord. Ask God’s will and His 
guidance. Can one attend and participate in mod- 
ern dancing with a clear leading in his or her 
heart that it is pleasing to the Lord? Can one in- 
dulge in modern dancing with a pure heart and 


_ without a loss in spiritual power? The solution to 


such problems must be found before the Lord, not 
before men. 


So with so many other practices in this sinful 
world. The majority of moving pictures! Many of 
the best selling novels! The Christian has to face 
these problems. How is he to answer them? 


Paul, in the thirteenth chapter of Romans, gives 
us the answer. Christians, if their witness is to be 
pure and bright and endued with spiritual power, 
must take a stand, one which the world can see. 
“Be not conformed to this world” is a definite in- 


junction to which only too often we have shut our 
eyes. 


We would end this with an appeal to those who 
stand in positions of spiritual leadership. Let us ask 
God to help us so to conduct ourselves that we 
may truly commend the Gospel which we profess. 


This is not a superficial question in our Church. 
It is one widespread and very deep in its implica- 
tions. Our bodies are the temples of the Holy 
Ghost. We have been bought with a price and it is 
our obligation to glorify God in our bodies and in 
our spirits. Paul affirmed the right to eat meat 
but determined not to eat it if in so doing he 
harmed a weak brother. 


Being a Christian and participating in Christian 
leadership entails a willingness to glorify God in 


i ad way possible. To this end Paul denied him- 
self. 


Never has the world needed more than now a 
clear-cut testimony for holy living. Our own 
Church needs to ask God’s forgiveness and His 
help that we may walk as lights in an evil and 
adulterous generation. To whom shall we conform, 
to the world, or to Christ? —L.N.B. 


EVANGELIST 


Rev. J. E. Flow, R.F.D., Concord, N. C., is avail- 
able for evangelistic meetings after July 14. He 
states that he will go anywhere he is called upon, 
regardless of what the Church is able to pay as a 
free-will offering. We feel sure that there are a 
number of Churches that would like to avail them- 
selves of Dr. Flow’s services for evangelistic meet- 
ings. 
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Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


—_——@——_ 


Communication Sent To Presbyterial 
Executive Board And The Local 
Auxiliary Presidents 


Some of the questions I might ask myself, as 
an Auxiliary member: 


Do I enjoy being a Christian? 

How much time do I spend in secret prayer? 

How much time do I give to the activities of my 
Church? 

How many people have I invited to unite with my 
Church? 

Have I ever won a soul to Christ? 

Am I seeking the will of God for my life? 

Am I following the will of God for my life? 

Am I putting “first things first” in my life, my 
daily life? 


Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean 
not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways 
acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy paths. 
Proverbs 3:5,6. 


Wait on the Lord; be of good courage, and He 
shall strengthen thine heart; wait, I say, on the 
Lord. Psalms 27:14. 


Yours in His service, 
(Signed) Elizabeth Chase Evans. 


Many Countries Ask American 
Bible Society For Bibles Now 


The United States has become the world’s No. 
1 arsenal for atomic bombs—and thanks to chaotic 
conditions abroad, it’ has also become the arsenal 
for Bibles, according, to Dr. Frank H. Mann, Gen- 
eral Secretary of the American Bible Society. The 
Society is now the main distributing centre of the 
Scriptures, pouring . out a flood of Bibles and 
Testaments to the whole world. 


“The countries hardest hit are being taken 
care of first,” said Dr. Mann. “From Japan, Gen- 
eral MacArthur cabled the Society that Christianity 
had the greatest chance in its history among the 
Japanese and that the demand for Bibles, Testa- 
ments and GoSpels is insatiable . . . Before any 
appreciable number of missionaries were able to 
return to their posts, the American Bible Sciety 
had sent into Japan 150,000 Japanese Bibles and 
around 2,500,000 Japanese New Testaments. 


“Generalissimo. Chiang Kai-shek wrote from 
China that now is the éritical hour to press the 
claims of Christianity in China... and from the 
Society ‘arsenal’ went 100,000 Bibles in the Chi- 
nese tongues; 50,000 more are on the way. 


“Purchasers in Korea are asking for twice the 
number of 50,000 Korean New Testaments re- 
cently arrived in. that country. Secretary Chung of 
the Korean Bible Society calls for 50,000 Bibles 


and 200,000 New Testaments per year for the 
next five years. 


“The Germans, surrounded by ruin and on the 
verge of revolution, beg for Bibles as antidote to 
their despair; we have already sent them 1,000,000 
volumes since their war lords surrendered, and we 
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have arranged to ship in materials for a million 
volumes, paid for by American Christians, which 
will help them to start their own Bible-printing 
presses, silenced by Hitler and the war. 


“The Russians, crowding their churches andj 
seeking an antidote against atheism, are asking 
for Bibles; the American Bible Society is work. 
ing overtime to meet the demand; a total of 10,009 
Russian Bibles, 10,000 Russian New Testaments 
and Psalms, 200,000 Russian Gospels and 1,509 
Greek New Testaments (for use in the theological 
Seminaries) have already been shipped. Even this 
is insignificant, compared with what must be done, 
When we asked Metropolitan Gregory of Lenin. 
grad and Novgorod how many Bible and Testa. 
ments he needed, he smiled and replied, ‘The food 
always stimulates the appetite!’ 


“In the Philippines, where the war took a fear. 
ful toll in books and libraries, a recent shipment 
of Scriptures, which before the war would have 
lasted for years, was sold out in a few weeks, 
Man’s extremity has indeed become God’s oppor- 
tunity—and the greatest chance the Church has 
had in 1900 years.”’ 

—From American Bible Society. 


—_——@——————— 


Mrs. Ada McCulloch Williams 


Mrs. Ada McCulloch Williams, beloved men- 
ber of our Auxiliary died suddenly of heart at- 
tack on the evening of May twenty-first. She was 
the oldest member of Centre Presbyterian Church, 


living to the age of ninety-five years, and a few 
months. 


Her quiet, simple life, free from worry and 
filled with a gentle kindness, was an inspiration 
to us all, and a rich blessing to her home and loved 
ones. A visit with her brought sunshine into the 
hearts of her friends, and they always felt a 
genuine welcome to her home. 


She had our church and the interest of the 
whole community upon her mind and heart; and 


will be missed more and more in the work of the 
Auxiliary. 


Her influence will live, and while not with us 
in body, she will be still speaking and witnessing 
for her Master in the years to come; and the 
memory of her sweet and beautiful life will linger 
in our hearts until we meet her again in that 
“Better Land” where we never grow old. 


We wish to express to the family and loved 
ones our deepest sympathy and love. May our 
lives, and our “going Home” be like hers, as we 
try to follow and serve the Savior, who meant s0 
much to her. 

The Womans Auxiliary of 
Centre Presbyterian Church 
Mount Mourne, N. C. 


——< 


Montreat Missionary Institute 


Montreat, N. C., June 28.—Twenty-eight young 
people, appointees to foreign mission fields of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States, and two 
appointees of the Southern Baptist Convention, en- 
rolled here Wednesday in the Annual Montreat 
Missionary Institute, to be conducted the next six 
weeks under the direction of Dr. Richard T. Gil- 
lespie, Candidate Secretary of the Executive Com- 


mittee of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church. 
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Miss Annie Kok, who will leave this fall for 
China to take up missionary service for the Presby- 
trian Church, U. S., will be the instructor in the 
fundamentals of language study, including linguis- 
tics and phonetics. Miss Kok, who was born in Pei- 
ping, China, where her father was a member of 
the Dutch Legation, speaks Chinese fluently. She 
studied here last summer under Miss Esther Cum- 
mings, language expert from Biblical Seminary, 
New York, N. Y., and then took a special course 
under Miss Cummings in New York preparatory 
for the work here this summer, postponing her 
own sailing for the foreign field one year for this 

S purpose. 

Miss Cummings at present is in the Belgian 
Congo giving an intensive course on the Tshiluba 
language to the Presbyterian missionaries to 
Africa, and from there will go to Campinas, Brazil, 
to conduct a six weeks’ course in Portuguese for 
missionaries of several Protestant denominations. 
She will resume her work at Biblical in the fall, 
and expects to be available for the language study 
here next summer. 


Classes this year will be for appointees to 
Africa, Brazil, Mexico, China, and Korea. The 
Southern Presbyterian Church also has missionary 
work in Japan, and eight missionaries to that field 
have returned to their work, with others planning 
to return as rapidly as possible. At present two 
new appointees to Japan are studying language in 
California, and a third appointee to Japan expects 
to go to California soon to study the Japanese lan- 
guage. This group includes Rev. and Mrs. James 
Coggswell, formerly of Memphis, Tenn., and Rev. 
Irving G. Mitchell, formerly of Martinsville, Va. 
Both Mr. Coggswell and Mr. Mitchell are graduates 
of Union Theological Seminary, and they plan to 
go to Japan as evangelists, but may also take 
teaching positions, as the need for Christian 
teachers is imperative, Doctor Gillespie said. To 
teach in Japan a master’s degree is the minimum 
requirement and both men are qualified for this 
work, he said. 


In addition to the language study, Doctor Gil- 
lespie said the Institute will include a three weeks’ 
orientation course. Classes and instructors will be: 
Care of Health, Dr. Kirk Moseley, Professor at 
Tulane Medical School, and former Missionary to 
China; Evangelism, Dr. Cecil Thompson, of the 
faculty of Columbia Theological Seminary, De- 
catur, Ga.; Rival Thought System to Christianity, 
Dr. Kenneth J. Foreman, of the faculty of Louis- 
ville Presbyterian Theological Seminary, Louisville, 
Ky.; Urban Missions, Dr. Robert J. McMullen, of 
New York, N. Y., Executive Secretary of the East 
China University System; Rural Missions, Dr. John 
Reisner, of New York, N. Y., Executive Secretary 
of Agricultural Missions, Inc., of the Foreign Mis- 
sions Conference of North America; Christian Lit- 
eracy, Dr. Maurice Kohlfeld, of Collegeville, Pa., 
an Assistant to Dr. Frank Laubach, who originated 
a phoenetic system whereby the illiterate are learn- 
Ing to read their own languages throughout the 
world; Christian Literature, Mrs. H. Kerr Taylor, 
of Nashville, Tenn., in the Educational Department 
of the Executive Committee of Foreign Missions; 
“The Missionary and Home Church Relationships,” 
Dr. H. Kerr Taylor, Educational Secretary of the 
Foreign Missions Committee, Nashville, Tenn., who 
is Serving as Executive Secretary of the Presbyte- 
nan Program of Progress this year; “The Principle 
and Practice of Missions,’ Dr. C. Darby Fulton, of 
Nashville, Tenn., Executive Secretary of the Exe- 
cutive Committee of Foreign Missions, and Mod- 
trator of the 1948 General Assembly; and “The 


Missionary and the Treasury Department,” Curry 
B. Hearn, Treasurer of the Executive Committee 
of Foreign Missions, Nashville, Tenn. 


The following missionaries will conduct orienta- 
tion classes: Rev. Vernon A. Anderson, Africa; 
Rev. George Hurst, Brazil; Dr. W. A. Ross, Mexico; 
Doctor Taylor, China; Dr. D. J. Cumming, Korea; 
and Dr. Charles A. Logan, Japan. Several mission- 
aries to Japan will be here for the orientation class 
and the final three weeks of the Institute, Doctor 
Gillespie said, and will remain here for the Annual 
Montreat Foreign Mission Conference, August 5-11. 


OUR MISSION FIELD 


Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel 
to every creature. (Mark 16:15). 


Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as 
though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in 
Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God. (II Corin- 
thians 5:20). 


Wherever there are lost souls, that place is a 
mission field. You may not be able to go to the 
foreign mission field to reach men and women, boys 
and girls for Christ, but right where you are is 
your mission field. What about the grocer, the 
butcher? What about that next door neighbor? 
What about the milkman? Remember that “man 
cannot live by bread alone’? — be a missionary! 


Robert E. Speer tells the story of a boy at Yale 
who inherited a small fortune. Not wanting to 
waste it he went to one of his old friends, a wise 
and successful man, and asked him for his advice. 
ae should he invest his life and this money of 

is? 


“My son,” said the old man, “I will tell you 
what to do. Attach yourself to one of the great 
feeding interests. Don’t manufacture things that 
can be dispensed with. There will come times when 
men will give up their luxuries, but there will 
never come a time when men will not have to eat. 
And if you want to be identified with one of the 
secure interests of mankind, attach yourself to one 
of those which feed the hunger of the world.” 


That is more than good business advice. It is a 
Christian challenge. The world is hungry. Feed it! 


Five hundred people are dying of starvation 
every day in the streets of Athens. In Shanghai 
alone there are over 150 camps for refugees, and 
yet there are an estimated 250,000 in the environs 
of the city without enough to live on. Read those 
figures over again; then turn to Matthew 25 and 
read Verses 31 to 46. When the world is hungry, 
Christ goes hungry. 


But there is a greater hunger than the hunger 
for bread. It is the hunger of the soul for Christ, 
the Living Bread; and two-thirds of all who die, 
die in that hunger—without Him. 26,000,000 a 
year, 3,000 every hour! That is the greatest single 
need in the world today. Will you give your life 
to it—give your life to feeding the hunger of the 
world? Jesus said: “Feed my sheep.” 


The famine of the Word of God as mentioned 
in Amos 8:11,12,13, is very evident now and we 
who feast upon the Bible are called to allow the 
Holy Spirit to use us as Silver Trays to present 
Christ, the Bread of Life, to millions now. 


—Samuel Hugh Moffett, of Student 
Foreign Mission. Fellowship. 
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Montreat College 


Montreat, N. C., June 28.—Acting upon instruc- 
tions of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States, which owns the Moun- 
tain Retreat Association, of which Montreat Col- 
lege is a part, the Board of Trustees of Montreat 
College, in called session here on June 28, voted 
unanimously to restore the election of Trustees of 
the College to the Board of Directors and the Trus- 
tees of the Mountain Retreat Association. 


Montreat College, the last several years, has 
been conducted by an independent, self- 
perpetuating Board of Trustees, said Dr. J. Rupert 
McGregor, President of both the Association and 
the College. This placed it in the position of being 
located on General Assembly property, but not in 
full sense being under the direction of the Asso- 
ciation. The General Assembly instructed the Trus- 
tees of the College, at the Assembly Session re- 
cently in Atlanta, Ga., to “bring the College under 
the management of the Mountain Retreat Associa- 
tion as early as possible,” Doctor McGregor said. 


It was to this end the called meeting was held, 
he said, and also, that the College Board of Trus- 
tees could receive and accept the resignation of 
Ralph Robinson, of Gastonia, N. C. Dr. L. Nelson 
Bell, of Montreat, N. C., was named to succeed Mr. 
Robinson on the Board. 


W. H. Belk, of Charlotte, N. C., presided at the 
meeting, which was attended by the following 
members of the Board: Dr. C. Grier Davis, Dr. 
Bernard H. Smith, George H. Wright, and John W. 
Spicer, all of Asheville, N. C.; Dr. James L. Fowle, 
Chattanooga, Tenn.; John Belk, Charlotte, N. C.; 
Mrs. J. Fred Johnson, Kingsport, Tenn.; Dr. Ro- 
bert A. Lapsley, Roanoke, Va.; T. Henry Wilson, 
Morganton, N. C.; and Doctor McGregor. 


Under the action of the Trustees, the College 
Trustees will be elected at the annual meeting of 
the Board of Directors and the Trustees of the 
Association scheduled for the first Thursday in 
August, here, Doctor McGregor said. The fifty 
Trustees of the Mountain Retreat Association are 
elected by the sixteen Synods and the General 
Assembly. 





Meeting In Caledonia, Mo. 


Rev. John C. Ramsay will hold a meeting in the 
Caledonia (Mo.) Presbyterian Church, July 14-25. 
Rev. Hugh Smith is pastor of this Church. Dr. 
Ramsay, who is now evangelist at large, is avail- 
able for other meetings. His headquarters address 
is: 1707 Mier Street, Laredo, Tex. 





freee EEE EE EE EE EE ELE EEE PEPE PE PEE PEPE EE PE PEPE LEE EEE PEPE PEPE PEEP 


MONTREAT COLLEGE 


A Presbyterian Institution 


the Sky,” Western North Carolina. Montreat is one of the delightful and picturesque places in Amer- 


Part of the’ Mountain Retreat Association. Four Year College for Women. Located in “The Land of 
ica. Christian atmosphere. High Scholastic Goals. Low Expenses, $420.00. Work Scholarships. Attrac- 


J. Rupert McGregor, President — Montreat, N. C. 
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BELHAVEN COLLEGE 





Jackson ... Mississippi 


places emphasis on the fundamentals in education, 
maintains the highest scholastic standards, makes use 
of modern methods, and recognizes the value of voca- 
tional training. 


These advantages are offered under the finest spiritual 
and cultural influences and at moderate cost. Discrimi- 
nating parents should investigate Belhaven. 
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A modern, accredited college for young women which : 
Write: G. T. Gillespie, President. | 
% 
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Christian Endeavor 
Our great General Assembly of 1948 again ap- 


proved Christian Endeavor as a valid form of 
young people’s organization. 


All former Endeavorers and inactive trained 
Christian Endeavor leaders should be most grateful 
and at once organize Christian Endeavor Societies 
wherever needed. Millions, in the South, are with- 
out Christ. Time is valuable. Our obligation is to 
bring young people to Christ, train them for Chris- 
tian service, help establish them in worthwhile 
work—giving at least one-tenth of their income 
and one-seventh of their time to the Lord. This 1s 
real full-time service. 


“Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made 
heaven and earth.” Psalm 124:8. 


For a profitable vacation attend the Southern 
Christian Endeavor Convention at St. Augustine, 
Fla., August 2-6, 1948. 


Miss Phyllis G. Brown, Registrar, 4311 Stuart 
Avenue, Richmond 21, Va. —tT. Shep. Clark. 
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